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Diss ENT ERS, in the Counties of 

Juffolk and Norfolk, belonging to 

the Aſſociation whoſe laſ Meeting 
was held at DEBENHAM, Suffolk, 
Odober 1. 1777. | 


|  Profefſed Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus, 


\OR ſuch I eſteem you All to be, 
even thoſe among you that 
never ratified their Baptiſmal Conſe- 
cration to God, nor have made any 
_ farther Profeſſion of the Religion of 
Jeſus than thoſe that, in the Ancient 
Church, were diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of Hearers, and ſometimes 
" Cate- 
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Catechumenst- Your condi At- 
tendance in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
and that Reverence for the Lord Je- . 
ſus which, on a variety of occaſions, 
you profeſs, entitle you, I think; 0 
the character of his Diſciples, Nv 
unhappily you have not engaged in 
thoſe Solemnities, which it is requi- 
ſite you ſhould, to denominate Py 
ſuch in the completeſl ſenſe of 
worde giving up yourſelves to the 
Lord, and then unto his Miniſters and 
Churches in ſacred Fellowſhi p- accord- 
ing io the ili of God®*, uniting your- 
_ ſelves with the Servants of Chriſt in 
Commemorations of his Death, and in 
watching over one another for mutual 
inſtruction, edification, and comfort, 
Permit me then to addreſs you on 
this Subject: which I do not only, 
J hope, from a ſincere defire to pro» 
mote the honour of him whom I 
ferve in the miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
and your ſpiritual profit and advan- 
tage 3 j but 1 in reer N of the un- 
| animous 


5 See Bin ham: $ 3 of the Chriſti- 
an Church, 10. Ch. 2. Section 3. 
| * 2 Cor. viii. 5, 
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animous deſire of thoſe of your Mi- 
niſters whom I met at Debenbam, 
towards the cloſe of the laſt Vear. 

It is the Cuſtom, you know, a- 
mong us, in theſe aſſociated Meet- 
ings, after the Solemnities of Public 
Worſhip are over, for your Miniſters 
and the Leading Perſons of your Af- 
ſemblies to converſe together, on the 
Affairs of our Churches, and ſuch 
bother particular occurrences as claim 

our notice, as Well-wiſthers to the 
Proſperity of the Churches 'of Chriſt 
in general. In that meeting at De- 
 benham, one of your Miniſters, who 
had long been pained by ſeeing ſeve- 
ral very ſerious perſons, belonging 
to the Aſſembly under his care, neg- 
lect that Confeſſion with the Mouth, 
which, in conſequence of their believing. 

' evwith the Heart, they ought to have 
made, expreſſed his defire that a 
Letter might be drawn up on thts 
. mingling Reaſonings and Ex- 
ulations together, as the nature 
of the caſe might require; in which 
All his Brethren that were preſent 
concurred, though perhaps . 


Rom. x. 10. 


VT 
bly among us exhibited ſuch remark- 
able inſtances of Neglect, as that to 
which he ſtands related: and as I 
happened to be the eldeſt of theſe 
Miniſters, they, on the account of 
Age, devolved that taſłk upon me. 
Let me then with great Seriouſ- 
neſs and Affection addreſs you, my 
Friends, on the point of early com- 
memorating the Death of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his command, in the Firſt 
place; and then, in the ſecond, on 
the Evidences of a well- grounded 
Hope, of your having been brought 
to obey the Goſpel, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as that you may, and ought to 
attend theſe Commemorations of the 
Death of Chriſt; the want of a clear 
diſcerning of them being, I appre- 
hend, the principal cauſe of Neglect 
in moſt of thoſe we. would with to 
introduce into our Churches. Re- 
ceive then, Chriſtians, with atten- 
tion and practical regard, the words 
of exhortation, which are addreſſed 
to you from an earneſt deſire to bring 
you to a due conformity to the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel; but which IT 
ſhould hardly have taken upon = to 

| ave 
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a 
have done, in this manner, had it not 
been the earneſt defire of your Mini- 
ſters, attended with ſuch particular 
circumſtances, that I have been led to 
apprehend I could not omit this ſer- 
vice, without failing in that reſpe& 
that 1s due to the Call, of Providence. 

Many excellent and lively Addreſ- 
ſes on theſe ſubjects have been drawn 
up and printed; but it was ſuppoſed 
by my Brethren, that ſomething writ- 
ten by one of your Miniſters, for your 
immediate ſervice, and inſcribed to 
you, mingled alſo with ſuch circum- 
ſtances, if any ſhould occur, as had 
a more direct relation to you, might 
be more effectual, than papers pub- 
liſhed many years ago, or by perſons 
of whom you had no knowledge; 
though, in their own nature, more 
maſierly performances. 40 

As to thoſe papers that relate to 
the Evidences of a gracious Hope, I 
have ſelected ſome paſſages from a 
ſimilar work, drawn up in the laſt. 
century, by one of the Ejected Mis 
niſters of the County of Syfolk®, for 
| | whoſe 


* The Rev. Samuel Manning, M. A. of Emanuel Colleges 


Cambridge, and afterwards Minifter of Fajot, who publiſhed 
his Diſcoyery of Sincerity and Hypocriſy, in 1675. 


n 
whoſe memory ſome among us may 
have a great regard; but that perfor- 
mance was too diffuſive, according 

to the faſhion of the Age in which 
it was written, and at the ſame time 
I found would admit of improvements, 
poſſibly ſome correction: I have 
therefore only here and there intro- 
_ duced ſome particulars, and where I 
have done. ſo, I have diſtinguiſhed 
theſe paragraphs, by the uſual mark, 
as. quotations... The variations I have. 
ventured upon, will, I hope, appear 
to be equally founded on Scripture, 
with thoſe paſſages which I have- 
taken from this devout writer of 
former times. 5 
If thefe papers ſhould be made uſe- 
ful to promote the knowledge of 
what is Duty, and a greater con- 
formity among us to the precepts of 
Chriſt, and particularly in the rng 
generation, it will give an exquiſite 
pleaſure to,. | i 

My dear Friends, 
Your faithful Servant, for Jeſus ſake, 
THOMAS HARMER., 


WATESFIELD, near Bury St. Edmunds, 
Suffolk, April 15th, 1778. e . ; 
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RELATING TO AN EARLY, CONTINUED, ' AND. 
© STEADY ATTENDANCE ON THE TABLE 
| or THE LORD. | 


f | ; + 
- — 9 : 
; * 
e <<< 
* © ; - - _ v 
x 
* , 4 * 


XEN H A received of the Lord that which. 
. M alſo 1 delivered unto you, ſays St. 
ya Paul, that the Lord Feſus, the night 
Ni which he was betrayed, took bread: 
And when he had given thanks, be brake it, and. 
faid, Take, Eat; this is my Body, which is broken. 
far you, T his do in Remembrance of me, - After 
the ſams manner alſo he took the Cup, when he had 
ſupped, faying, This Cup is the New Teſtament 
in my Blood : T his do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance. of me. For as often as ye tat this- 
Bread, and drint᷑ this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's: 
Death till be come. | In 
It is viſible from hence, that attending on 
theſe Commemorations of the Death of Chriſt 
is the expreſs Command of him whom we pro- 
feſs to honour, as the Great Apoſtle of our Pro- 
Non * : Shall we dare to diſobey 9 | 


|| Cor. xi, 2 26. * Heb, iii. Is 


E 
He is the Prophet whom Moſes eommanded 
all bis followers to hear, under the penalty of 
being deſtroyed?: 1 to obey him 
as to this Commemoration. But is this Obe- 

dience incumbent only on, the Converted Jews ? 
St. Paul, you ſee, to whom the Goſpel of the 
ncireumciſion was committed“, or who, in 
other words, was ſent as a Preacher and Apoſ- 
tle and Teacher of the Gentiles, in Faith and 
Verityt, delivered this as an order of Chriſt to 
a Church of the Gentiles||, to be obſerved by 
them, which he would not have done, he that 
contended ſo earneſtly againſt their being 
brought under the yoke of Jewiſh Obſervances, 
had it been only a Jewiſh Ceremony. It was 
then no Jewiſh Rite, but a Precept belonging 
to the New Teſtament, conſequently obligatory 
upon All ſincere Converts to Chriſt then, and 
through All Ages, ſince the New Teſtament is 
the laſt of the Diſpenſations of God, and de- 
ſigned to reach to the End of Time : conſe- 
quently obligatory on us of this country, and 
his generation. | | . 

Ihe circumſtances mating the appoint- 
ment of this Rite, mentioned by the Evange- 
lifts, in their account of the tranſactions of our 
Lord, ſufficiently ſhew, that though it immedi - 
ately followed the Paſſover, (a Jewiſh Solemni- 
ty, ) it was no part of it; but the declaration 
made by St. Paul, which I have ſet down at 
length, puts it out of all doubt. 3 | 
| p men- 


1 Deut. xvili. TS, 19. Acts iii. 22, 23. * Gal. 
ii. 7. Þ+ 1 Tim. it, 7. ; | 

{| x Cor. xit. 2. Ye &now that ye were Gentiles, 
carricd unto theſe dumb Idols, &c. 
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I mention this, becauſe it is very well known, 
that ſome profeſſed Chriſtians in our Country 
- negle& this Obſervation, under the notion of 
its being a Jewiſh Solemnity, though there is 
ſo little foundation for this thought, that 1 
cannot wonder, when I recolle& the having 
heard, that one of the moſt worthy characters 
among them, in this part of the country, was 
very _ the omiffion of it among his 
Friends. t be that as it may, it is indiſpu- 
tably a precept of the Lord Jeſus, relating to 
the New Teſtament diſpenſation, and as ſuch 
it ought to be obſerved among us, and theſe 
holy Commemorations kept up with great care. 
<c He that hath my commandments,” ſays 
Chriſt, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me, John xv. 21; and again, v.1 5 «If ye 

love me, keep my Commandments.” | 
But when, it may be aſked with eagerneſs, 
doth this Obligation commence ? I would an- 
ſwer, as ſoon as we are brought to believe in Feſus 
with the were, Ver- the Mouth we are io mate 

this con feſſion of that belief}, how ſoon ſoruer this 

may — for KA Lo 2 re 
him which Chriſt has enjoined, he requires of Al. 
bis Diſciples, Young as well Old: Drink ye 
All of it,“ Matt. xxvi. 27. Conſequently, as 
ſoon as we have attained a general Knowledys of 
the Nature of the Religion of Jeſus, a firm 
Conviction of its Truth, and have felt in a pre- 
vailing degree its purifying moral Energy, we 
ſo believe in Jeſus, as that we ought to be ad- 
mitted to this token of Diſcipleſhip. This 
' gracious effect appears to have been produced 
in 


* The people called Qzakers, 4 Rom. . , 10, 
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in ſome very early: and we haye had inſtances 


of ſome admitted into our Churches, under 
- Fourteen, who have honourably maintained 
their character for Religion to the end of life. 
How happy to be early truly religlous, and to 


continue faithful unto death 14 


The maſt diſtinct account of an early, but 
real adopting of a Religious character, which 
the 1 76, give uh, is, I think, in 2 6 25 

f Jgſiab, king udah, who began to fect 
e. 4 God David FA father, iu the fox teenth 
year of his Age, and entered on the arduous work of 
a national Reformation in the twentieth, accord- 
ing to 2 Chron. xxxiv. I--3. How happy, if 
our Youth were commonly brought as early in 
life under true impreſſions of Religion, and ſo 
as publicly to avow them in the manner the 


Goſpel preſcribes ! However nothing obliges 
us to conſider this time of life as the earlieſt 


admiſſible age: Joſiah is celebrated, and juſtly 
celebrated for the earlineſs of his zeal, but he 
is not produced, in the ſacred writings, as a 
proof that the human Soul is incapable of an 
earlier knowledge of Religion in a ſufficient 
degree, an earlier conviction of its truth, or an 
earlier capacity of making its determination 


choice. It may be earlier without doubt, and 


the more corly the mare honourable, where the Soul 
is truly fixed for Gd. 5 5 


Ho aſtoniſhing, in this view of things, | 
muſt the Arrangements of the Eſtabliſhed 


Church, as to this matter, appear! Sixteen is 
e age allowed tp 207 nn 
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the Holy Communion, according to its Conſti- 
tutions*. But are young perſons of the age of 

| ſixteen. akvayi,: or even commonly, ſuch as the 
Goſpel requires the Members of the Churches 
of Chriſt to be? Have not great numbers of 
thoſe that afterwards became honourable Pro- 

feſſors of the Religion of Jeſus, lamented over 
the follies and vanities of that time of life, and 
its extreme unſteadineſs, with bitter ſorrow ? 
Are young perſons to be hurric4 into Church- 
Fellowſhip only to be preſently caſt out again? 
Joſiah was at that age truly pious, but the man- 
ner in which it is mentioned by the ſacred 
writer ſhows, it was rather extraordinary: the 
making this then the. lateſt time of life, at 
which young perſons were permitted to be ab- 
ſent, muſt appear very ſtrange. But however 
improper ſuch a conſtitution may be, an Eariy 

attendance on this Solemnity, in conſequence 
of a fincere dedication of ourſelves to God, 
ſhould be an object of holy Ambition, nor are we 
at liberty to poſtpone it as long as we pleaſe, 


If this precept is obligatory on the Young, 
it requires us to continue the practice through 
life. One of your Miniſters has complained, 
that a certain Profeſſor among us did maintain, 
that it is enough, in conſequence of this in- 
junction, once in our life-time to attend this 
Commemoration. How contrary is this to the 
apprehenſions of St. Paul ! He ſuppoſed not 

| | 5 0 5 only 


* Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, of the 

- year 1603. In thoſe of 1571, all of 14 years of 

age are ſaid to be obliged, by the Statutes and ec- 

clefiaſtical Laws of this kingdom, to come to the 
Holy Communion, | 
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( 14 ) 
only that Chriltians would often eat of this 
bread, and drink of this cup, 1 Cor. xi. 263 
but affirms, that this frequency of doing it was 
involved inthe'account the Lord Jeſus deliver- 
ed to him, of this his precept, . He took the 
„Cup when he had ſupped, faying, This Cup 
„ is the New Teſtament in my blood, this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me,” v. 25. Our Lord Jeſus. then ſup- 
poſed it was to be often repeated by;them ; and 
ſo it has been perpetually underſtood; | 
It is indeed amazing, that ever a concert to 
the contrary ſhould enter into any perſon's: 
head. The leſs important Commemorations the 
ſcripture ſpeaks of, were to be often repeated : 
the daughters of Iſrael went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jepthah the Gileadite, four days in 
a year*; the Memorial of the deſtroying Angel's 
paſſing over the houſes of the Iſraelites in - 
gypt was, every body knows, to be ſolemnly 
kept every year. Shall the Zeal of the damſels 
of Iſrael, to keep up the memory of Jepthah's 
daughter, exceed our regards to the Lord Jeſus ? 
Shall the ſhewing forth the Deliverance! in 
Egypt, in the days of Moſes, be more frequent- 
ly ſolemnized than the Deliverance Jeſus has 


wrought out for us? Is this agreeable- to the 


Spirit of St. Paul, who found the Love of 


Chriſt conſtraining him to expreſs the moſt 
warm and grateful ſenſe of his dying Grace, 


and who determined to know, comparatively 
ſpeaking, E ms, but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified? The Eaſtern Women, in the days 


of the Apoſtle, were wont to go to the graves 
bo rad u % a 10G n 220 "001 af, 


* Judges xi. 40. 2 Cor. v. 14. 4 1 Cor. ii. 2. 
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of their dead friends to weepyh ; and they ſhew 
their: affection to them till. after the ſame man- 
ner; but would a ſingle viſit be thought, by the 
Inhabitants of that country, a ſufficient teſtimo- 
ny of Affection and Tenderneſs, when they 
continually {te the females of their country, re- 
pairing once or twice a week, to viſit their tombs*? 
And is it poſſible to imagine the intention of 
our Lord, in giving the order, and of St. Paul 
in repeating it, ſufficiently anſwered by doing 
it once in our lives, had not the word en been 
expreſſly ſet down in the account St. Paul has 
r, of this precept ? 

If it is often to be repeated, then certainly 
thy ough-life, and as often as we have a proper 
opportunity for it,. as the good people of former 
times have: praiſed, remembring that we are 
to be faithful unto death, if we would receive 
the crown of life]; that we are to do good, 
(good of all kinds aſſuredly,) as we have oppor- 
tunity+; that we are not to be /{o:h/ul,. but fol- 
lowers of them who through faith; and patience 
inherit; the Promiſes}. 

To all this we are obliged, conſidering this 
Solemnite as enjoined by our Lord Jeſus. But 
when we. take in the conſideration of the cir- 
eumſtances attending the injunction, we muſt 
. doubly feel the energy. of the order: it was in 
the night in which he was betrayed,. the night 
immediately preceding his death, when he was tak- 
ing:a moſt affeclionate leave of his Diſciples, for 
all of whom. in every age he was going to die, 

B 2 4h the 


John xi. 31. * See Ruſſell's Nat. Hiſtory of 
Aleppo, p. 113. || Rev. ii. 10. F Gal, vi. 10. 
I Heb. vi. 12. "Is oh 
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the juſt for the unjuſt: and is a precept ſo cir- 


cumſtanced to be treated with Coldneſs and 
Neglect? The words of a common dyin 
friend or relation are wont to be heard wit 
moſt affectionate attention, and obeyed with 
the utmoſt punctuality; and ſhall the dying Re- 


queſt of the beſt of Friends, of a Prophet of the 


Lord, of one greater than a Prophet, of Him 


to whom we owe all our Hopes, be diſregarded ? 


—— But farther, 


Secondly, Its advantage to ourſelves and 
others ought not to be forgotten, when we are 
conſidering the Motives to induce us to attend 
this Solemnity, The Authority of Chriſt is 
and ought to be ſufficient : but there are other 
powerful, though ſecondary, conſiderations. 

Firſt, This Commemoration muſt be ex- 
tremely advantageous for the promoting our 
Sanctification, and our Comfort. | 
Bp. Hoadley, who has endeavoured to reduce 


our Expectations and our Hopes from this So?: 


lemnity to the greateſt Simplicity, in a well- 
known book which he publiſhed on this Sub- 


ject*, admits its being a powerful moral mean 


of producing important s: theobſervation 
then of this Precept muſt, in this view, be of 


great conſequence. But as he deduces this 


from the nature of things, not from any expreſs 
declaration concerning it, may we not, in like 


manner, derive an hope of particular exertions 
of divine Grace on the heart, in the obſervation 


of this command of Chriſt, from its nature, 
| though 


_ * Entitled, A Plain account of the Nature and 
End of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
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though no expreſs declaration concerning it 
ſhould. be producible, which the Biſhop ſeems: 
to require? If Gratitude is the great ſpring of 
Evangelical Obedience, the ſerious and devout. 
recollection of Chriſt's dying for our Sins, muſt 
have a moral energy for the producing Obedience 
from principles of Love: ſo St. Paul found the 
Love of Chriſt conſtraining him, as zudging that 
if one died for All, then were All dead; and that 
he died for All, that they which live ſhould not. 
thenceforth live unto themſelues, but unto him which 
died for them, and roſe again*, And if the Influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit are not all of the pro- 
phetic ſort; if ſome of them are of the ſancti- 
fying kind, and requiſite to the common tranſ- 
actions of the Chriſtian Life, of which a plain 
Chriſtian that examines the New Teſtament 
will not eaſily doubt, (however ſome gentlemen 
of a metaphyſical turn, that poſſeſs the unlucky, 
art of perplexing the plaineſt truths, may con- 
trovert the point;) then I cannot but think we 
may expect to feel thoſe purifying and com- 
forting influences of divine Grace, as much or 
more in. this folemn. Commemoration as any 
other time, though there ſhould be no expreſs 
declaration of ſuch a connexion. For, Did not 
our Lord Jeſus join together his going out of 
the world by death and the coming of the Holy 
ly Ghoſt, in thoſe influences of different kinds 
which his Goſpel teaches us to expect, in his 
parting converſations with his diſciples? “1 
go my way to him that ſent. me, and none of 
e you aſketh me, * Whither goeſt thou? But 
„ becauſe I have ſaid theſe things unto you, 
* or- 


2 Cor. v. 14, 1% 


( 18 ) 

t Sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheleſs, 
„tell 3 the truth, It is expedient for you 
© that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
ct Comforter will not e unto you ; but if 
41 depart I will fend Kim unto you.” John 
xvi. 5, 6, 7. If ever then we may hope to 
partake of the influences of this Comforter, we 
may, ſurely! expect to feel them when we 
commemorate Chriſt's going away, and his 
dying that the Comforter might come, The 
nature of the commemoration points out ſuch a 
connexion. So when St. Paul aſſured ſome of 
the Diſciples of John“, that the pouring out 
of the Holy Ghoſt on men, which was to take 
place in the laſt days, was begun, and in con- 
fequence of this they were baptized with the 
Baptiſm of Jeſus, the /en/ible proof that they 
were indeed poured out was quic -4 felt, for 
taying his hand upon them, the Holy Ghoſt 
came on. them, and they ſpake with tongues, 
and propheſied. 55 

The Cup which Chriſt ordered to be drank 
is called, by St. Paul, the Cup of Bleſſing, Ii Cor. 
x. 16, the Cup over which God was ſolemnly 
bleſſed. Now ſince Chriſt in that parting Con- 
verſation dwelt ſo largely on the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt as the Comforter, muſt not that 
Promiſe of the Spirit have been one of the great 
ſubjects of Bleſſing, or Praiſe, in that tranſac- 
tion? and may not the feeling that that Pro- 
miſe was not given in vain, be more eſpecially 
Hoped for then, though no expreſs declaration 
of that kind may be 'to be found? Farther, 
Bleſſing God for the Promiſe of his Holy Spirit 

| — 
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can hardly be ſuppoſed to be practiſed, with due 


Solemnity, without praying for ſuch influences, 


eeuliarly ſuit the circumſtances in which 


uppliant is ſuppoſed to be at ſuch a time, 
and the Holy Spirit is expreſsly promiſed to be 
given to thoſe that pray for his influences, 

uke xi. 13. e it, * 

Attending this Holy Commemoration ought 
to be underſtood then to be particularly advan- 
tageous; as ſuch a calling to remembrance ope- 
rates morally on the Soul, and as it may juſtly 


be believed to be alſo attended with the influences 


of the Spirit of Grace, in a diſtinguiſhing manner. 

It muſt be advantageous too, as an Admiſſion 
to the Table of the Lord is an introduction into 
more intimate Fellowſhip with Good People, 


who are thereby engaged to watch over us for 


good, to warn us when acting improperly, and 
to comfort us when oppreſſed with Sorrow or 
Temptation: Wherefore comfort yourſelves 
together,“ ſays St. Paul to one of the ancient 
Churches, „and edify one another, even as 
& alſo ye do. Now we exhort you, brethren, 
<< warn them that are unruly, comfort the fee- 
ee ble-minded, ſupport the weak, be patient 
© toward all men. See that none render Evil 
„ for Evil unto any man; but ever follow 
<« that which is good, both among yourſelves, 
„ and to All men.*” Gy 

How precious are the Advantages of Church- 
Fellowſhip ! but that and commemorating the 
Death of Chriſt are intimately united, and if 
we negle& the laſt, we drop our pretenſions to 
the firſt; Becauſe there is one Bread, we being 
many 


* 1 Theſſ. v. 173 14, 15. 


| 1 
T. many are ane Body. Hor -we being many partake of 
ane Bread, This ſeems. to be: the. thou ght, and 
the true argument of St. Paul, in 1 Cor. X. . 
which is rendezed rather darkly ; in our verſion, 
For we being many are one Bread, and one J 5 
for. we are all partakers of that one Bread. Par- 
taking then of that Bread, when we grow up 
to years of diſcretion, and enjoying the advan- 
tage of Church-F eltoaribons 80, we ſee, to- 
gether. 

Our own pita) profit and advantage is 
the firſt thought that occurs under this head 
undoubtedly,. but there are other conſiderations 
that deſerve attention, and will make an im- 
preſſion on A, wall EAR mind; I add e- 


ores: 


Ager T bat the coming to the table of 
the Lord is of great conſequence, for the en- 
couraging the miniſters of Chriſt, in that diffi- 
cult work in which they are engaged, and com- 
1 his churches. 

The, buſineſs of the miniſters of the W 
is to preach Chriſt, to warn, every man, and teach 
every man in all wiſdom, that 264 may preſent 
every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus *. now they 
are certainly very far from this perfection that 
obſerve not an-expreſs command of Chriſt, giv- 
en in his 4:ing moments, and which is a 4 Hin- 
guiſbing part of chriſtian profeſſion. Jo ſee 
then ſuch numbers, who are educated under 
their inſtruction, and attend on their miniſtra- 
tions from year to year, remain in the imperfect 
ſtate of non-communicants, cannot but give 

pain 


8 Col. i. 28. 
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pain in itſelf; and more ſo as the reaſon, they 
aſſign for the negle& is, commonly, a conſci- 
ouſneſs, or at leaſt fear, of their not being 
brought ta the Repentance and Obedience the 
Goſpel requires: how diſtreſſing is this to the 
faithful miniſters of Chriſt, to ſee thoſe they 
are continually teaching and warning, in order 
to preſent them perfe in Chriſt Jeſus, quietly 
remaining in this very imperfet? ſtate, inſtead of 
giving diligence to make their calling and elec» 
tion ſure d =_ : 
It is grievous too to the Churches of Chriſt ; 
They, ſee their Members . advancing apace in 
life, they ſee numbers of them grown venerable 
by age, and who after having been highly uſe- 
ful, by their experience, and growing ſanctifi- 
cation, are apparently ready to be difmiſſed by 
the Lord Jeſus to the church above; they ſee 
others in the moſt active part of life, from 
: whom they hoped. for many ſervices ſtil} to 
come, removed out of the world in the midſt of 
their uſefulneſs; and while the hand -of God 
is thus diminiſhing the ſacred ſocieties to which 
they belong, thoſe that Mu fill up theſe va- 
cancies ſtand motionleſs among the Candidates 
for Church-Fellowſhip, and even ſeeming to 
forget they are Candidates, and that any thing 
lies before them. unaccompliſhed, which may 
be juſtly expected from them. ¶ there be uo 
Refurrettion of the Dead, ſays St, Paul, what 
all they do that are baptized for (or in the room 
of) the Dead, if the Dead riſe not at all ? why are 
they baptized in the room of the dead t? _ 
E i other 


| 88 2 Pet. i. 10. | 
{ The Learned will, probably, recollect, this 
the explanation given of this difficult paſſage by 


(n 

other hand, if there be a Reſurrection of the 
Dead to Immortality and Bleflednefs, how 
ſtrange muſt be the neglect of thoſe that ratify 
not the Baptiſmal Engagements of Early Life, 
by filling up the room of the Dead in Chriſt, 
holding forth this ſame divine Hope to the 
World, and entering into thoſe methods of 
Preparation to meet à returning Lord-which he 
has appointed: all vehich are done by coming 
to the Table of Jeſus Þ- or 099 

Be not ſlothful then, you that attend as tlear⸗ 
ers in our Religious Aſſemblies; but be followers 
vf them, whv thruugh Faith and Patience Are: oe 
before to inherit the Promiſes. 

Not to do this is to grieve the Anni hn. of 
Chriſt; is to pain his Churches: and ou ht not 


both to be differently treated by vou O ; 


them that have the' rule over you, ſaith the Scrip- 
ture, or, thoſe whom you profeſs to recerve as your 
Guides, and ſubmit yourſelves : for they watch for | 
your ſouls,” as they that muſt give account; that they 
may do it withijoy; and not with Grief :+ 32 tha is 


unprofitable for vo. Let their wateh over you | 
be with joy, not with Atguiſh' and Tears to | 


ſee you nepleR the Precepts of Chriſt, that will | 
be injurious to you here and hereafter : it will | 
weaken their hands in your Service now; and it 
will draw after it at leaſt a dienten of your | 


ge — dd 
hat, ſays St. paul, to one of the Churches | 
on = 1 0 what 7 is ur NaN e J or 1 on 
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Sir [Richard e in hie Fartaits Sacre, and winll | 
think that our courſe of reaſonipg in theſe papers 


does not make the explanation leſs, probable. 
| Heb. wi. 12. Heb. iii. 17. 
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ef Rejorcing ? Are not even ye in the preſence of aur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming ? For. ye are our 
Glory and our Foy +: but are you, my Friends, 
the Glory and Joy of your Miniſters, that 0 
back from the Commemoration of the Death of 
him that died for the Sins of Men; nay, that 
draw back when they are affectionately taking 
you as it were by the hand, to conduct you to 
that bleſſed Solemnity ? You their Glory and 
their Joy? no! you give them pain, for they 
lament your negligence ; and you are a kind of 
Reproach to them, as if they had never taught 
you your duty, or as if their Miniſtry, had no 
efficacy to perſuade you to forſake your ins, 
and to conſecrate yourſelves to God, 


The Pain this Neglect gives the Churches 


of Chriſt ought alſo to affect you: We know,” 
ſaith St. John, „that we have pafſed from 
Death to Life, hecauſe we love the Brethren : 
“ —hereby perceive we the Love of God, 
<6. becauſe he laid down his Life for us: and 
*© we ought to lay down our Lives for the 
& Brethren.” 1 Epſt. iii. 14, 16. But how far 
diſtant are we from this holy Heraiſm, when 
we are coldly obſerving the Affliction of their, 
Souls, when their numbers are diminiſhing ;. 
when we are careleſsly conſigning over theſe 
Societies to Diſſolution and Ruin; 15 far as our 
neglect will bring on that ſad event; and ſo far 
from quitting Life for the ſupport of the inter- 
eſts of Religion in the world, that we will not 
give up our indolence and ſloth, and take the 
requiſite pains to determine, whether we haye 
reaſon or not to hope weare ſuch as Chriſt will. 

ms - own 


+ 1 The, ii. 19, 20, 


| (44): 
own as his Diſciples, in that great future day 
of Deciſion which we profeſs to believe. For 
this is the great avowed cauſe of this common 
negle&, and moſt commonly the real one, as I 
ſhall hereafter have occaſion to take notice. 
Thirdly, Another Motive that ought to be 
mentioned here, is, the Impreſſion that may be 
expected to be made on the Minds of the irre- 
ligious part of the World, from thoſe ſolemn 
Profeſſions of Subjection to Chriſt, that are 
wont, in our Churches, to precede an Admiſ- 
ſion to the Table of the Lord. | 
Where indeed it is the Practice to admit All, 
without difference, as ſoon as they come to a 
certain fixed age, whether fxteen, or any other 
year of early life, the Knowing and the Igno- 
rant, the Moral and the Immoral, the Seriouſ- 
ly-Diſpoſed and the Thoughtleſs, I acknow- 

| ledge this Motive vaniſhes. Nor is there any 

material difference, if the being able to anſwer 
the queſtions of a Catechiſm is made eſſential : 
for that at beſt may be only a proof of Knowledge, 
perhaps of nothing more than a tolerable Memory, 

- not at all of Virtue and Piety, or any appearance 
of a defire to live to Chriſt, who died for us, that 
we ſhould not henceforth live to ourſelves, but unto 
him that died for us, and roſe againſ. Such indiſ- 
criminate' and promiſcuous Admiſſions muſt 
make little impreffion, of a favourable kind, on 
the minds of men of Senſe, may perhaps give 
difguſt, and make them ready to fancy all pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity is only a thing of Courſe, 

and an outward Show, eſpecially if theſe pro- 
feſhons are attended with the — Precipi- 

DIRT tation 
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tation, Crowding, Want of preceding and ſub- 
ſequent Retirement, Meditation, and Prayer, 
and even open Intemperance, which have fre- 
quently, in former times at leaſt, attended thoſe 
Solemnities called among us Confirmations. 

The deſcription Monſieur Oſtervald has 
given the world, of the manner of admitting 
the Voung to the Table of the Lord, in the 
Churches of the Sovereign State of Neufchätel 
and Vallangin, agreed upon by their Paſtors, 
(and which he has placed near the cloſe of that 
Catechiſm of his, which he dedicates to the So- 
ciety in England for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel in foreign parts,) ſeems to be much 


more ſolemn and agreeable, though perhaps its 


form not unexceptionable; nevertheleſs where 
the Cuſtom is to admit All in general as they 
grow up, the Impreſſion that may be expected to 
be made is not ſo great, (as well as the thing not 
right in itſelf,) as where the manner of Proce- 
dure is more conformable to what was practiſed 
in the Apoſtolic Churches. In them perſons were 
received into ſacred Fellowſhip, who/e hearts the 
Lord opened to attend to the things ſpoken by his 
Minifters*, who declared they believed with all 


their hearts 4 ; who profeſſed Repentance t; in 


whom à viſible Alteration and Change was made, 


in thoſe caſes in which before they had viſibly been 
Enemies of God by their Picked Works 8; and 


who appeared, in a judgment of charity, 10 be 


Aucere in anſwering the various Interrogatories that 


were wont to precede Admiſſion}, or in other 
words were judged faithful to the Lord“. 


Theſe things are repreſented in the New Teſ- 
_- tament 


Acts xvi. 14, 15. + Acts viii. 37. 1 Acts ii. 38, 
$ Acts ix. 1-18, [1 Pet. iii. 21, Acts xvi. 15. 
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Effects. 


preceding chapter gives an account of. 
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what were requiſite in the 
Adult for an Admiffion to Baptiſm, which 


could not but moſt commonly happen at the 
_fr/t publication of the Goſpel ; but the reaſons 


that made theſe things requiſite then in Admiſ- 


ion to Baptiſm, and now in the caſe of the 
Baptiſm of the Adult, muſt make them requiſite 


when perſons ratify the Solemnities of their 


Baptiſm, and are admitted into l Communi- 


on with the Churches of Chriſt : for they are 
admitted to Baptiſm, it ſhould ſeem, upon the 
charitable expectation and hope, that upon 


their growing up to years of Diſcretion, 


their religious Education would produce theſe 


And where they are produced from time to 
time, what effects may be expeCted to follow, 


and have in fact often followed, in the irreli- 


gious part of the world? It leads them to 
think how profanely careleſs they have been 
of their Souls; of the bleſſedneſs of being 


made New Creatures; it gives hope that they 


too may be changed and renewed ; it excites 
them to implore divine influences ; to ſet them- 
ſelves to think over matters in devout Retire- 


ment, and to ſtrive to fix religious impreſſions 


on their minds: and in fact, many have, by 


theſe Examples, been wrought upon, and, to all 


appearance, have become real Converts to the 
Lord Jeſus. Example, every body knows, 


operates very powerfully, and its energy has 


+ en 

Wy | 4 
J Gen. xviii. 19, Which ſeems to explain the 
ground on which ks Children and Servants were 
admitted to receive that Circumciſion, which the 
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been felt in caſes of this kind: fo, anciently, 
when John Baptiſt came preaching Repentance, 
and when ſeveral were impreſſed and came to 
his baptiſm confefling their ſins, what multi- 
| tudes were touched, and how did Sorrow for 
Sin, and Zeal for a ſhare in the conſolations 
of the kingdom of the Meſſiah, whoſe diſcovery 
was thought to be approaching, diffuſe itſelf 
through the whole country ! Then went out 
to him,” ſays St. Matthew, <* Jeruſalem and 
all Judæa, and all the region round about 
„Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
„ confeſfling their ſins.” Ch. iii. 5, 6. | 
Neglecting then to make thoſe Profeſſions 
of Religion Chriſt has enjoined, we do not 
ſerve our generation according to the Will of 
God as we ought, and ſlip one opportunity of 
promoting the intereſts of religion in the 
world, which might, in many caſes, be ex- 
tremely beneficial to the Souls of Men. 
What can be the Cauſes of this Negligence 
« in our Aſſemblies?” ſome may be ready, poſſi- 
bly, to aſk, with ſome warmth, after having 
read the preceding pages. Many, it may be. 
_ anſwered, may be, have been enumerated, and 
have actually had an unhappy operation on 
men's minds. 


1. The Danger of unworthy, receiving has 
frightened away many, eſpecially in ſome for- 
mer times, when the meaning of thoſe words of 
St. Paul, „Whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, 
and drink this Cup of the Lord unworthihy, 
“ ſhall be guilty of the Body and Blood of 
the Lord—he that eateth and drinketh un- 
„ worthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to 

C 2 | « himſelf, 
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« himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body od 


was not ſo well underſtood, as of later times. 


I remember an aged perſon, many years ago, 
who was overwhelmed with diſtreſs on this 


account: ſhe in the days of Charles II. had 


once, and I think ſhe ſaid but once, attended 


the Table of the Lord, not, ſhe was conſcious, 
from a principle of Religion, but the terror of 
being preſented in the Spiritual Courts if ſhe 
neglected, as ſhe was then juſt turned of ſix- 
teen; this embittered all her after life, and 
involved her in a diſtreſs little ſhort of Deſpair. 


And as ſhe was a perſon of a weak underſtand- 


ing, nothing that was ſaid to her ſeemed to give 
her any relief: though it is evident to any one 


that reads the paſſage with tolerable under- 


ſtanding, that the unworthy receiving, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, was a groß profanation of 
this ſacred folemnity, eating the bread of Com- 


memoration of our. Lord as if it were mere 


common bread, and drinking of the Cup in the 
like trifling manner; as alſo that the damnation, 


or judgment (as the margin reads it,) relates 
to the chaſtiſements of God in this world, ill- 


neſs, and ſometimes unto. death, not the de- 
ſtruction of the Soul in hell, the Apoſtle ſay- 
ing, for this cauſe many are weak and ſickly among 


you, and many ſkep, or are dead. The words 


of the Apoſtle then may juſtly make us —_ 
ful, and careful to ſtand as far as may be from 
any tendency to ſuch a profanation, but pro- 


fanely to diſregard a poſitive precept of Chriſt, 
in order to avoid a profanation in celebrating it, 
is a ſtrange way of 8 remedying the diſorder. 


There 


} x Cor. xi. 27, 29. || ver. 30. 
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There was ſome danger to the Jewiſh High. 
Prieſt, of his incurring death, when on the day 
of Expiation he went into the moſt holy place— 
«© He ſhall put the Incenſe upon the fre before 
the Lord, that the Cloud of the Incenſe may 
„ cover the Mercy-Seat that is upon the 
«« Teſtimony, that he die not, Lev. xvi. 13; 
and again. Exod. xxviii. 3 „It“ (that is the 
Robe of the Ephod) ſfhall be upon Aaron to 
„ miniſter: and his Sound ſhall be heard, 
* when he goeth in unto the holy-place before 
& the Lord, and when he cometh out; that 
he die not.” And we find by the Jewiſh 
Writers that they were e of the dan- 
ger, and that the people were wont to attend 
the High-Prieſt back to his houſe, at the cloſe 
of that day, with great joy, becauſe he was 
come alive out of the Hol) Place“; but no 
mention is made of their ever omitting that 
Service, on account of the Awfulneſs attending 
it. It made them thoughtful, but induced not 
a Neglect of this Inſtitution: how much juſt- 
er this management of thoſe that lived under 
the Old Teſtament, than that of ſuch under 
the New, who on pretence of the Awfulneſs 
of the tranſaction, neglect a poſitive injunction 
of the Lord Jeſus, and, ſo far as it dependeth 
on them, would bring it into diſuje / The Jews 
were impreſſed with Awe, but they conſidered, 
or might conſider, that it was a Mercy-Seat be- 
fore which the High-prieſt appeared ; and has 
Mercy nothing to do with the Memorial of the 
Death of Chriſt? is it right to conſider it as a 
Solemnity of overwhelming Terror? 

| C 3 2. It 


* Lightfoot's Works, vol. 1. p. 964, or as the 
page ought to have been numbered, 974. 


4 


{ 
: : 
11: 


== 


———— CE 
— — — — — 


= 


Es 
2. It is not however, it may be ſaid, abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to Salvation, and that thought __ 
ſemetimes induce perſons to neglect it, It 
would not, certainly, be entertaining the moſt 
worthy notions of the Diſpenſations.of God, 


to ſuppoſe any poſitive Rite, any thing of an in- 


different nature in itſelf, however ſacred the 
Ceremony might be, ſo eſſential to Salvation, 
that in no caſe whatever it could be obtained 
without it; but doth it therefore follow that 
Ritual Injunctions, ſuch as the Lord's Supper 
is on all hands acknowledged to be, are of little 
importance? about which we need not give 
ourſelves any concern? The keeping up this 
Solemnity has been ſhown to be of great Uſe ; 
and if it had not been ſhown, the conſideration 
of a divine Command, ſurely ! engages to obe- 
dience. If we are in circumſtances where we 
cannot poſſibly obſerve the Precept, (and ſuch 
may be imagined,) there certainly can be no 
Guilt; if otherwiſe, and there be ſomething 
criminal in the Neglect, yet a merciful God 


-may, and we have reaſon to believe will, pity 
and forgive the Prejudices and Miſtakes of 


thoſe that are Upright in the main: but are 
we therefore to trifle with his InjunCions ? 
There is ſomething very inſtructive, with re- 
ſpect to this point, in the hiſtory of Hezekiah : 
The Paſſover was one of the moſt ſolemn cere- 
monial appointments of the Moſaic Law, and 
Hezekiah was extremely zealous for the Refor- 
mation of his kingdom, but-there was ſome 
irregularity attending the firſt celebration of 


the Paſſover, it ſhould feem, in his time 


For,“ fays the ſacred hiſtorian, “ a multi- 
e tude of the people, even many of Ephraim 
5 | i e and 
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ec and Manaſſeh, Iſſachar and Zebulun, had 
& not cleanſed themſelves ; yet did they eat 
&« the Paſſover, otherwiſe than it was written : 
6 but Hegekiah prayed for them, ſaying, the 
&« Good Lord pardon every one that prepareth 
cc his heart to ſeek God, the Lord God of his 
« fathers, though he be not cleanſed according to 
&< the Purification bf the Sanctuary. And the 
* Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed 
& the People,” 2 Chron. xxx. 18, 19, 20. 
We cannot be ſurprized at the Mercy granted 


to theſe Iſraelites, who failed in exactneſs as 


to the fulfilling this ceremonial injunction of 
God, but who were in truth religiouſly diſpoſ- 
ed; but would Hezekiah have prayed for them, 
if in after Paſſovers they ſhould have neglected 
the purification the law required ? or if he had, 
is there reaſon to think God would have heard? 
It is evident from the event, the Purification 
referred to, was not abſolutely ſſential to accep- 
tance with God ; but it was not however to be 
careleſſly neglected. | 1 


3. The Commonneſs of the Neglect is another 
plea that ſome have made. 

Which is nothing elſe than ſaying, in other 
words, Becauſe others do not that honour to 
the dying of the Lord Jeſus that ought to be 
done, therefore neither will we. This is the 
conſtruction that juſtly may be put on this 
excuſe; but the bare propoſing it is enough to 


1 make every one ſtart that has any feeling of 
"3 Gratitude to his Redeemer. And without put- 


ing it in this light, in which it certainly is to. 


AF be placed, it is ſurpriſing that it ſhould ever be 
2 uſed by ſuch as find it a command in the book 


of 


1 8 
of God, not to follow a Multituge to do Evuilik. 
How much nobler the holy fingularity Milton 
deſcribes, in the character of the Seraph Abaic!/ 


faithful found 
Among the faithleſs, faithful only he: 
Among innumerable falſe, unmov'd, 

__ Unſhaken, unſeduc'd, unterrify'd, 
His Loyalty he kept, his Love, his zeal. 
Nor Number, nur Example with him wrought 
To ſwerve from truthſ. | 


I am happy to add, we have had inſtances in 
our affemblies, and lately too, of ſome, that 
from the fewneſs of thoſe that unite together 
to commemorate the Death of Chriſt, have had 
their Zeal animated to. diſtinguiſh themſelves 
in his cauſe, inſtead of deriving any argument 
[I Renee to ſooth themſelves in it's neg- 
ect. I 


4. An ill-direed deſire of being, ſecret and 


concealed in our practice of Religion, is another 


thing that cautes many to abſent themſelves. 


from this Solemnity. 


It is certain there are ſome that love to make 


a great ſhow of their Religion, ſuch were the 
| r 


„ Exod. xiii. 2. Le Monde, ſays the eloquent 


Saurin, with great energy, Serm. Tome 9. p. 121, 


t point votre Legiſlateur ; il ne ſera pas votre Fuge : 
LE That is, The World is not 725 Law 8 
nor ſhall it be your Judge: it is ſefus Chriſt not 
the World, that ſhall judge you, It is the mo- 
rality of Jeſus Chriſt, not that of the World, which 
you ought to follow. 

t Paradiſe Loſt, B. 5. p. 896, &c. 
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Jewiſh Phariſees in the time of our Lord +; 
but it is as certain, there may be an improper 
fondneſs for Concealment. We are liable to err 
on both ſides. We are not oftentatiouſly to 
diſplay our Piety, nor improperly to hide it: 
we are faulty the firſt way, when we affect to 
ſhow what might he as well concealed ; we im- 
properly hide our Religious Diſpoſition, when 
we neglect practiſing a virtue, becauſe it can- 
not be practiſed without being ſeen, or omit 
making ſome declaration God injoins us to 
make, becauſe this would be to declare what 


I we would keep ſecret. We are to believe 


with the heart, it is to be remembered; and 
with the mouth make confeſſion to Salvation; and 
it is to be remarked, that in the ſame Sermon of 


our Lord, in which he reproved the Parade of 


the Phariſees, he told his Diſciples that they were 
the Light of the Morld, that they were like a City 


ron an Hill, which could not be hid, and com- 


manded them to let their Light fo ſhine before 


1 men, that they might ſee their Good Works, and 
Selrify their Father in Heavend. They were 


then to practiſe Virtues that were con/picuous, 
Fas well as thoſe that could be concealed ; and 
they were to profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and 10 en- 
Reavour to diffuſe it through the world, yea at the 
expence of Suffering®, as well as inwardly to 
pelieve. To think then of ab/olute, univerſal 


Privacy and Concealment is inconſiſtent with the 


Ppirit of the Goſpel, and a Mealneſi, not a 
=T rrtue, | 5 

The Dread of falling away from that /iri&- 
„ life we are ſenſible the Goſpel requires, 
bs | | and 


i See Matt. vi, and many other places. 
Matt. v. 14. 5 ver. 16, * ver, 10, 11. 


— 


with the holy Angels?“ 


($6) 
and of the ſcandal that in ſuch a-caſe would fol- 
low, makes no alteration in the caſe : it ſhould 
make us cautious, and earneſtly to pray we may 
be kept from falling ; but we ought not to fub- | 
fer ſuch a dread to cancel and annul any precept 
of the Goſpel. Fear, kept within due bounds, 
may be uſeful, happy is the man that feareth al- 
way *; but Caution itſelf may be exceſſive: 
and it certainly is ſo, when an apprehenſion of 
polſible conſequences deters us from obeying an 
order, which God poſitively requires us to ob- 
ſerve, 


5. Mere Baſhfulneſs is ſometimes the ſole 


_ cauſe of this negleCt. 


Yet this hardly deſerves to be mentioned : 
ſince though it may give pain, and ſometimes 
perhaps in a conſiderable degree, yet this timi- 
dity is almoſt conflantly broken through to gain 
ſome er or avoid ſome inconvenience, 


in worldly affairs; and we muſt be aſhamed to 


admit this, which is undoubted fact, and yet 
ſuffer it to prevail over us in a matter, in which 
the honour of God and our uſefulneſs and com- 
fort are ſo deeply concerned: What can ſuch 


think of thoſe words, Whoſoever therefore 
e ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, 


in this adulterous and ſinful generation, of 
„him alſo ſhall the fon of man be aſhamed 
when he cometh in the ge a his Father, 
ark viii. 38. 
Our ſtrength is ſmall indeed if we faint here: 
what do we think of confefling Chriſt in ſuf- 
fering times? A little Reſolution would go a 
great way in this caſe. 
_ Give 


® Prov. Xxvili. 14. 


( 35 ) 

Give me leave to add, that the forming 
Friendſhips with ſerious perſons, that have been 
introduced into ſacred fellowſhip, would great- 
ly aſſiſt you in paſſing through ſuch tranſactions 
on the one hand; and on the other, that Mi- 
niſters and Churches ſhould take care to remove 
all unneceſſary diſcouragements. At may be 
reaſonably hoped that in general, at leaſt, they 
do, and that the contrary notion is rather a 
mere pretence, of which, perhaps, we may not 
be ſufficiently aware, to ſoften the reproaches 
of an — Conſcience, than a complaint 
founded in Truth: however it is with a very 

il grace that we plead this, when we do not 
make the requiſite enquiries, but ſatisfy our- 
ſelves with mere ſurmiſe. It is extremely wrong, 
and highly diſadvantageous to keep our 
thoughts in concealment, month after month, 
year after year, with a good deal of diſtrefling 
perplexity, when the encouragements of pri- 
vate friendſhip, and the explanations of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, would, perhaps, give in- 
flant relief: in a multitude of caſes, they cer- 
tainly would. 1 


6. In ſome particular ſituations, this not en- 
gaging in the ſolemnity I am now diſcourſing 
about, may ariſe from a doubtfulneſs which 
Chriſtian Society we ſhould prefer, as moſt 
proper for us to join with, out of two or more 
within our reach. 8 8 

But is this indeterminateneſs ever to conti- 
nue? If they differ only in trifling matters, or 
merely in the perſonal qualifications of their 
Miniſters, a great regard ſhould be paid to near- 
neſs, If in doctrinal points, or in religious 

* manage- 


- 
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managements of apprehended conſiderable im- 
portance, examine thoſe matters with all the 
candor and exactneſs you are maſters of, and 
unite with that ſociety that appears to you the 
beſt to ſupport divine truth, or evangelical 
order, You may alter, perhaps you may fay, - 

our ſentiments hereafter. You may, un- 
doubtedly : but ſuch an alteration may not at 
all make it neceſſary to quit the ſociety you may 
happen to be connected with. St. Paul ſuppoſ- 
es an imperfection of Knowledge and after Im- 
provements, in Phil. iii. 15, yet ſuppoſes that 
notwithſtanding this, Chriſtians ſhould unite 
_ together, <©* Nevertheleſs, whereto we have al- 
„ ready attained, let us walk by the ſame 
< rule, let us mind the ſame thing,” ver. 16. 
Andif, on the contrary, the alteration in your 
views of things, ſhould be fo great as to be 
inconſiſtent with your continuance in your for- 
mer ſtation, or at leaſt extremely uncomforta- 
ble, we may as well peaceably and honourably 
withdraw in ſuch a caſe, as in the caſe of an 
_ alteration in the place or our abode. Let not 
therefore theſe future alterations, that may 
Poſſibly happen, prevent your fulfilling the dy- 
ing orders of your Lord: he perfectly well 
knew the changeableneſs that attends things in 
this world; and if liableneſs to change diſqua- 
lifies for the fulfilling this command, he would 
never have given the precept. | 


7. But the great difficulty of all, and the 
molt general cauſe of this non- attendance, of 
the religiouſly diſpoſed, is, I apprehend, 
Doubtfulneſs of mind whether they are real Converts 


of the Lord Jeſus, and ſuch as he intended 
ſhould 


(30.1 
ſhould immediately, and without any farther 
intervening alteration in them, attend this ſo- 
lemnity. 

It muſt be allowed, that it was not the inten- 
tion of Chriſt, that this ſolemn Commemora- 
tion ſhould be open to every one that calls him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, or is ſo called by others, if St. 
Paul wrote under the direction of the Spirit of 
Jeſus, for he ſays, 1 Cor. v. cloſe, ** I have 
* written unto you, not to keep company, if 
any man that is called a Brother” (that is a 
Chriſtian®) © be a Fornicator, or Cevetous, or 
an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or 
© an Extortioner, with ſuch an one, n0 not to 
4 fat. — Therefore put away from among your- 
*. 3 that wicked perſon.” It may be doubt- 
ful whether this not cating reaches to the inter- 
courſes of Civil Life, at leaſt in our country, 
and our times, where cating together is not ſuch 
a token of Union and Friendſhip as anciently in 
the Eaſt; but it reaches without diſpute to the 
eating together in this ſacred Commemoration, 
eating together as Brethren in the Lord. The 
Obſervation then of this Rite is not immediately 
required of All, not of All called Chriſtians : 
the openly immoral are not invited thither. 

The ſecretly Immoral are not to be rejected by 
the Churches of Chriſt, for they are to guide 
their managements under the influence of Cha- 
rity|—that Charity that believeth all things, that 
hopeth all things |; but though they are not to 
reject them, if they propoſe themſelves, becauſe 
it doth not appear to them that they are immo- 


ral, yet their own conſciouſneſs of their Immo- 
rality 


* See Ch. vi. 6,-vii. 1 5, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, &c, 
| 1 Cor, xvi. 14. 7 1 Cor. xiii. 7. 


* 
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rality oppoſes their coming to the Table of the 
Lord, for they themſelves know they have ne:- 
ther part nor lot in this 3 


But what ſhall the Doubtful do? Thoſe that 
truly feel religious impreſſions, and are not con- 
ſcious of allowing themſelves in any ſettled 


courſe of immoral practice; but have a conſci- 
|  ouſneſs of various lips, and much YYeakneſs in 


every thing, and are full of Doubts and Fears? 
May not, I would anſwer, a paſſage in the 
vth of the Acts of the Apoſtles determine this ? 
Upon the Death of Ananias and Sapphira it is 
ſaid, «+ Great Fear came upon all the Church, 
& and upon as many as heard theſe things 
4 And they” (the Apoſtles, or the Church,) 
„ were with one accord in Solomon's Porch. 


©& And of the reſt” (thoſe that were in cir- 
cumſtances reſembling thoſe of Ananias and 


Sapphira, conſcious that they would be guilty 


of known Falſhood in making profeſſion of the 
Religion of Chriſt) * durſt no man join him- 


4 ſelf to them: but the people magnified them. 
c And Believers were the more added to the Lord, 


6 multitudes both of Men and Women.“ 
| Fear, an awful apprehenſion of the diſpleaſure 


of God againſt conſcious Infincerity and Falſe- 


hood, and its bitter conſequences, came upon 


All, the Church itſelf, but not ſoas to prevent 


multitudes from being added to the Lord, though 


many of them, doubtleſs, were very imperfect in 
knowledge and in Grace as well as you. Let 
it be remembered Chriſt Jeſus receives, and or- 
ders his Churches to receive, the Weak as well as 
the Strong, Rom. xiv. 1, & Ch xv. 1, 7. 

| The 


* Ads viii. 21. 


\ ; 
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The keeping up theſe Commemorations of 
the Death of Chriſt is of great conſequence in 
various views: the openly immoral are however 
to be forbidden to attend; the ſecretly immoral 
are to be kept back by their own conſciences; 
the doubiſul concerning the real ſtate of their ſouls 
ſhould, certainly, give all diligence to make their 
Calling and Election ſureſ, that their Conſolation: 
and Foy in attending might be full f; but it doth 
not appear, from any declarations of Scripture, 
that if they ſhould not be owned of God at laſt, 


this concern of their's to do honour to Chriſt, 


by keeping up this Memorial of his Death, as 


far as in them lies, ſhall be imputed to them as 
criminal, and eſpecially ſo as to draw after it 
the trad vengeance, However as the Confidence 
of holy Hope is neceſſary to fullneſs of Conſo- 
lation, and may appear to ſome minds, not- 
withſtanding what I have been ſaying, neceſſary 
to perſuade them to attend this ſolemnity, I. 
would endeavour to repreſent, in a diſtinct Ad- 
dreſs, ſomewhat at large, the grounds and evi- 
dences of a well-founded Hope, which may be 
the moſt effectual means I can employ, to diſ-- 
ſipate theſe anxieties : How happy ſhall I be, if 
the Spirit of Illumination and Comfort may 
attend my meditations, and bleſs them to my- 


Readers! 
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|| 2 Pet. i. 10. + John xv. 11. 
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RELATING TO THE EVIDENCES OF A GRA= 
CIOUS HOPE. | 


XEIXX HERE is undoubtedly ſuch a thing 
By T A as thinking one's ſelf to be ſomething, 
Ys when in reality we are nothing, but de- 
XX ceive ourſelves : for St. Paul has ex- 
preſsly mentioned this caſe à and great num- 
bers have found themſelves, by after illumina- 
tions, to have anſwered this Jeſcription in the 
times preceding theſe convictions f. Mr. Man- 
ning, in the book mentioned by me in my pre- 
fatory letter, diſtinguiſhes theſe perſons by the 
term Hypocrite, as many other devout writers 
of that age did; but it ſounds harſhly in our 
ears, and no wonder, fince we, in our times, 
: under- 


| Gal. vi. 3. £7 
+ So among many others did St. Paul, Rom. vii. 
9, I was alive without the Law once: but when 
© the Commandment came, Sin revived, and I 
« died.” Theſe words have been commonly ſup- 
| poſed to expreſs this caſe, but whether they do or 
not, the Fact itſelf, as to St. Paul, is indiſputable. 
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underſtand by that, term, a Diſſambler in A . 
lity or Religion, and ſuch an one only. There 
are ſuch moſt certainly: but the perſons St. 
Paul meant, in the above cited paſſage, deceived 
themſelves, and did not knowingly diſſemble. I 
ſhall therefore inſtead of the term Hypocrite, 
uſe the term ſelf-decetving Profeſſor, or ſome- 
thing of that ſort, to diſtinguiſn perſons of this 
character from the true Converts of Chriſt, or 
thoſe whom he calls his Diſciples indeedF, 
| Inſtead of multiplying particulars alſo, it 
muſt be advantageous in a matter of ſuch con- 
ſequence, and where preciſion and brevity are ſo 
_ neceſſary, to confine our Enquiries to thoſe 
matters that the Scriptures mention as turning 
points, and at the ſame time are diſtinct from 
each other. They are ſuch matters as theſe, 
concerning which it will be requiſite to exa- 
mine ourſelves. | ! 


Firſt, Our Repentance. ** Repent ye there- 
“ fore and be converted, that your Sins may be 
& Þlotted out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall 
come from the preſence of the Lord, Acts iii. 
19. There is zoy in the preſence of the Angels 
125 of God over one Sinner that repenteth, Luke 

& xv. 10. It behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to 
e riſe from the dead the third day. And that 
„ Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
< preached, in his name, among All nations, 
de beginning at Jeruſalem. Ch. xxiv. 46, 47. 
« Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted 
c Repentance unto Life.” Acts xi. 18. 

Sweet words theſe! Repentance is followed 
by Forgiveneſs and Life: but have we been 

EIS 23 . 


See Dr. Johnſon's celebrated Dictionary. 
$ John vill, 31. | 


f 5 | 
brought to this Repentance ? There may, poſh 
bly, be ſomething that looks like Repentance, 
but is not ſo. Is what I have been willing to 
take to be Repentance true, ſhould the examin- 
ing Soul enquire, and ſuch as is unto life ? 

he Tendencies to Repentance, and what 
may be miſtaken for it, are ſuch as theſe, 
1ſt. One that is not a true Penitent ©** ma 
s be ſo far ſenſible of his Sin, and the Miſery 
«© that is likely to come upon him, that he 
% may complain of his fad condition to others, 
« defiring them to counſe! and adviſe him, and 
« to pray for him: for thus Simon the Sor- 
6 cerer and Pharaoh did t.“ Acts viii. 24. 
Then anſwered Simon, and ſaid, Pray ye to the 
Lord for me, that none of theſe things which ye 
have ſpoken come upon me. Exod. viii. 8. Pha- 
raoh called for Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid, Intreat 
the Lord, that he may take away the Frogs from 
me : and I will let the People go. Ver. 15. But 
when Pharaoh faw there was reſpite, he hardened 
his heart, and hearkened not to them. Again, 

Exod. ix. 27, 28. Pharaoh ſent, and called for 
Maſes and Aaron, and ſaid unto them, I have ſin- 
ned this time; the Lord is righteous, and I and my 
people are wicked. Intreat the Lord (for it is 
enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings 
and hail; and I will let you go. Ver. 34. And 
when Pharaoh ſaw that the Rain, and the Hail, 
and the Thunders were ceaſed, he ſinned yet more, 
and hardened his heart, he and his ſervants, 


2dly. Such 


+ Manning, p. 16. N. B. This and the follow- 
ing quotations are not exact to a word: they fre- 
quently abridge the paſſages, and here and there 


may alter a term, but they carefully expreſs the 
ſenſe. ; T5 | 
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2dly. Such an one may not only acknow- 
ledge his Sinfulneſs, and beg the Prayers of 
Miniſters and ſerious Chriſtians, but “ he ma 
« grieve, and mourn, faſt and pray, for ſo 
„ Ahab did*.” 1 Kings xxi. 27. It came o 
paſs when Ahab heard thoſe words, that he rent 
His clothes, and put ſackcloth upon his fleſh, and 
faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly. 
- $dly. He may go farther, he may not only 
mourn, but there may be ſome alteration in his 
conduct, He may turn from ſome ſins, as open 
& prophaneneſs, and ſcandalous vices, to civil 
c honeſty, and an outward ſhew of Pizty and 
% Fiolineſs : thus Simon, who was a Sorcerer, 
turned from his wicked practices and deeds, 
which he wrought by the help of the devil, 
, and fo profeſſed Chriſt, as that he was bapti- 
„ zed by Philip, getrafterward Peter told him 
openly, I percerve*that thou art yet in the Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and bond of Iniquity. Acts viii. 
239. Such an one may even be brought to 
„ do many things, that are in themſelves good 
„and commendable, and that by the preaching 
„of the Wörd, as Herod was, and yet prove 
„ quite naught, yea a Perſecutor of the people 
of God]. Mark vi. 20. Herod feared John, 
&« knowing that he was a juſt man and an holy, and 
* obſerved him, — ohen he heard him, he did 
many things, au heard him glady. | 
4. Va a conſciouſneſs of . may bitterly 
gall the Soul, and pain it even to deſperation, 
and yet its Repentanc@not be untolife: Thus 
Judas Iſcariot was yexed and troubled, for 
“ betraying his Lord and Maſter, and 3 
SEV? | © fore 


— > > 
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Manning, p. 16, § p. 27. Il ib. 
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cc fore it is ſaid, Matt. xxvii. 3, He repented 


« himſelf, But it was in a carnal way and 
«<< manner, for he, afterward, went away and 
4 hanged himſelf ; and ſo added one fin to ano- 
ce ther, miſerably deſtroying himſelf.“ 
There may be then /me ; 5 nave. x0 and the 
Vehemence of Sorrow, and yet not Repentance un- 


70 life, How then, it may be aſked, is ſaving 


Repentance to be diſtinguiſhed from what is 


not ſo? It maybeanſwered : 

iſt. By the Principle from which. it ariſes. 
Not merely a dread of puniſhment here or here- 
after, for a man may feel the dread of either of 


| theſe, or of both, and yet love fin as well as 
ever, and conſequently be entirely unrenewed :. 


there is nothing above mere Nature in a dread 
of pain. But along with this, which is juſt. 
enough in itfelf, ſhould be, a gracious Remorſe 
for our paſt ſins, ariſing from the Love of God, 
who has declared himſelf ready to forgive the 
repenting inner. For the Love of God being 


the firſt and great commandment, Matt. xxii. 


37, 38, if any Repentance at all- be acceptable,. 
that which ſprings from this nobleſt of princi- 
ples muſt be ſo; and accordingly we find our 
Lord Jeſus himſelf pronouncing the Abſolution 
of a great Sinner on the account of her Love, 


Her. ſins which are many are forgiven, for 


6 ſhe loved much, Luke vii. 47. 

2dly. The powerfulneſs of its operation is 
a thought that ought to be joined to the pre- 
ceding. It is not a Remorſe without Efficacy, 


as to the forſaking of fin, that can give true 


conſolation to the ſoul: there muſt be a for- 


ſaking 


Ig Pe 15. 
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ſaking our fins in general, and particularly 
the ſins that heretofore reigned over us. He 
e that covereth his fins, ſhall not proſper : but 
4 whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh ſhall have 
„& mercy,” ſaith the great penitential Preacher 
of Iſrael, Prov. xxviii. 13; nor doth the doc- 
trine of the Apoſtles of Jeſus vary from this, 
I ſhewed, ſays St. Paul, Acts xxvi. 20, that 
they ſhould repent and turn to God, and do 
works meet for Repentance. The ſenſe that we 
ought not to diſpleaſe our Maker, who gave us al 
our powers of Action and Thought, is ſo ſtrong. 
ly wrought in the human frame; its being ſo ve. 
ry clear, to a conſiderate mind, that his Com- 
 mandments are not grievous *; and the exquiſite- 
neſs of thedeſcriptions given us of God, as Je- 
hovah, God Mercaful.. .d Gracious, Long -ſuffering, 
and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping mer - 
cy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion 
and fin, tend fo much to impreſs the ſoul, 
that it would be no wonder ſomething of this 
Remor/e ſhould be felt, where the ſoul is not ef- 
fectually turned to God. But where it is ſo 
powerful as to break off from our paſt willful 

fins, and is 
3dly, The abiding, 2 temper of the 
ſoul, we may be ſatisfied of the truth and evan- 
gelicalneſs of our Repentance, for this deſerip- 
tion muſt be allowed to take in the whole of 
the caſe deſcribed in the 7th of Luke, gracious 
Remorſe, Leue in in gencral and particularly 
thoſe that before had moſt prevailed over her, 
and the Continuance of this alteration in her. 
« If ye continue in my word,” ſays Chriſt, 
| 66" ew 


þ4 I John Ve 3. * Exod. XXiv. 6, 7. 
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C then are ye my diſciples indeed,” John viii, 


31; and fo the ſpirit of Chriſt, ſpeaking in 
one of the old teſtament prophetsh, deſcribeth 


true Repentance, ©* Repent, and turn from 
< all your tranſgreſſions; ſo iniquity ſhall not 


© be your Ruin. Caſt away from you all 
© your tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſ- 


% grefled, and make you a new heart, and a 


© new ſpirit, Ezek. XVIll. 30, 31. | 


How bleſſed are thoſe that are conſcious 


they are brought to ſuch a Repentance ! 


Secondly, Let us next examine ourſelves 
concerning our Faith in the Lord Jeſus. 


When St. Paul preached the Gs/pe/ unto men, 


he preached Repentance toward God, and Faith to- 
ward our Lord Feſus Chriſt+; juſt as the preach- 
ers of Righteouſneſs in former times called 
upon ſinners, to ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 
wellt. Having then endeavoured to aſſiſt you 
in judging of your Repentance, it will be pro- 
per to go on, and conſider well the nature of 


Faith in. Chriſt, which is made by the Lord 


22 the great diſtinction between his true 


iſciples and the reſt of the world, in many 


paſſages of the new teſtament, and particularly 
in that ſolemn prayer Which is recorded in the 


17th of John, I pray for them: I pray not 
for the world, but for them which thou haſt 


given me, for they are thine. Neither pray 


6.1 I ſe lone, but for them alſo which. 


C ſhall believe in me through their word.“ 


8 1 Pet. i. 11. + Ads xx. 21. f If, i, 16, 17. 


John xvii. 9, 20. 


„ 


(„ 
However, ſomething lite Faith perſons ma 


have, who will not be acknowledged by Chriſt 
hereafter as his. f 

1. Such “ may aſſent (in general) * to the 
* truths contained in the word of God,” and 
feel no anxious doubtfulneſs about them. So 
we read, John ii. 23, 24, 25, When he was 
in Jeruſalem at the paſſover on the feaſt- day, 
* many believed in his name, when they ſaw 
© the miracles which he did. But Jeſus did- 
„ not commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he 
© knew all men, and needed not that any ſhould 
s teſtify of man: for he knew what was in 
% man. So Simon Magus believed, and when 
he was baptized continued with Philip, 
and wondered, beholding the miracles and 
* ſigns which were done, yet he was one who 
'< was in the gall of bitterneſs, and the bond 
of iniquity.” Acts viii. 23. 


2. One 


Manning ſays, p. 33, All the Truths contain- 
ed in the word of God; but as this may be conteſted, 
and is by no means neceſſary to affirm, nor is ſup- 
ported by the inſtances produced, I have limited 
the expreſſion : anſwerable to which our Lord ſays 
of the Jews, John v. cloſe, „There is one that 
© accuſeth you, even Moſes, in whom ye truſt, 
« For had you believed Moſes, ye would have be- 
& lieved me: for he wrote of me. But if ye be- 
4% lieve not his writings, ho ſhall ye believe m 
« words ?“ They believed the Revelation of God 
by Moſes, as to many things, therefore they are 
ſaid to truſt in him, but they did not believe all 
that he wrote, if they had, they would have be- 
lieved in Jeſus. Such is the argument, and a fi- 
milar deſcription ſuits many nominal Chriſtians, 


4 


. 

2. One that is not a true chriſtian © may zoy 
& and rejoice in the Truth, as the ſtony-ground 
4 hearers who received the word with joy, 
„Matt. xiii. 20;) and Herod, who heard Joh 
_« Baptiſt g/ad/y}. (Mark vi. 20.) | 

' 3dly. Such an one may contend and diſ- 
pute for the Truth, believing that what he 
e holds, and doth aſſert, is the very Truth of 

„God. Yea he may ſo far be perſuaded of 
the verity of what is delivered in the word 
of God, as to be willing to lay down his life 
& for the Truth, as the Apoſtle's ſaying, 1 Cor. 
& Xi11. 3, doth imply*”-—Though I give my Body 
to be burned, and have not Charity, it profiteth me 
nothing. 340 5 

All this is true: the alledged paſſages prove 
it; and the ground of theſe aſſertions will ap- 

ar, and the Soul that truly believes in Jeſus 
filled with a more diſtinct Hope, if this matter 
is traced back a proper length. _ 

Let us begin with the Apoſtle's Definition of 
Faith in the moſt general ſenſe of that term, 
Heb. xi. 1, which is extremely clear, as it is 
juſtly tranſlated by ſome of the learned, Faith 
is the confident Expettation of things hoped for, the 
Conviction of things not ſeen]. Faith or Belief, 
in general, relates to things fururh or thoſe 
that are paſt, or preſent, but of whoſe exiſtence 
we are not aſſured by our Senſes. 

If we believe that they have been, are, or 
will be, upon Teſtimony, this is Faith more pro- 
perly ſpeaking. EE nie | 

Faith 


t Ib. p. 35. | * Ib. p. 34, 35. 


See Dr. Doddridge's Fam. Expoſ. In our ver- 
ſion the words are, Faith is the Subſtance of things 
hoped for, ibe Evidence of things not ſeen, 


[ 


„ 
Faith and - Belief are words of like import: 
but if this perſuaſion on teſtimony, concerning 
unſeen or future things, relates to matters that 
do not concern Religion, we, I think, com- 
monly uſe the term Belzef; if the contrary, we 
frequently uſe the term Faith. Faith then, or- 
belief of the religious kind, is, to mo/? 3 a 
perſuaſion of the truth of future or unſeen 
things, founded immediately, or mediately, on 
the teſtimony given tõ them by meſſengers ſent 
from God: ultimately therefore, on his Veracity. 
If our Faith doth not produce effects, ſuita- 
ble and correſpondent to what we profeſs to 
believe, it is, in the language of St. James, a 
dead Faith, „As the body without the Spirit 
«© is dead, ſo Faith without Forks is dead alſo,” 
ch. ii. 26. Our Faith then not to be vain 
muſt be influential, or, in other words, muſt in- 
fluence to a correſpondent practice. 
If we believe in this manner the Goſpel, 
(to come to Faith in Chriſt in particular) a | 
life of Holineſs will be the conſequence : for the | 
Grace of God (or the Goſpel of God's Grace, 
which is apparently what is meant there) that 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 8 
Godly, in thi: preſent Evil world. Tit. ii. 11. 12. 
And accordingly, the Belief of the Goſpel, as , 
preached by St. Paul, is ſuppoſed by him to be 
 fandiifying : being ſent to men, To open their 
ce eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
E light, 


5 I fay to ne men: for the Prophets themſelves 
received thoſe things as true, from the immediate 
teſtimony of God. Tack 


. 


1 
c light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
«© fins, and inheritance among them which are 
| „ ſan#tified by Faith that is in Chriſt,” Acts xxvi. 
| 18 ; and to diſpoſe men to the practice of * All 
| * Godlineſs and Honeſty,” 1 Tim. ii. 2. 
Farther, as Love to God ig the firſt and great 
commandment*, and is efſentiat therefore to Evan- 
gelical Repentance, or the Repentance the Goſ- 
pel requires, ſo is it alſo eſſential to Evangelical 
Obedience: and accordingly Faith in the Goſpel 
is ſuppoſed by St. Paul to work by Love, Gal. 
v. 6, For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circum- 
« cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumci- 
& ſion, but Faith which worketh by Love.” And 
if it be true, as St. John ſeemeth plainly to 
ſuppoſe, that our Love is particularly excited 
by the demonſtrations of God's Love to us— 
Mae love him becauſe he firſt loved ust,“ a living 
Faith in the Goſpel muſt greatly excite, Love 
in us to God, and by that means, 2 
and enlarged obedience; for God is therein ſet 
before us in moſt exquiſite repreſentationy of 
his Grace.and Mercy, God having com 
bis Love towards us, in that while we were yet 
ners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. 
Extenſive and Elevated as this Obedienc 
may be, Faith in Chriſt will produce very de 
Humility. We find St. Paul oppoſing Faith to 
Works in his writings: * Where is Boaſting 
« then? It is excluded. By what law? Of 
„ Works? Nay : but by. the Law of Faith.” 
Rom, iii. 27. If by Grace, then is it no 
© more 


* Matt, xxii, 38. See the preceding Article, 
g I John iv. 19. 


f 
68. 
ee more of Works: otherwiſe Grace is no 
CL ow Grace. But if it be of Works, then 
6 is it no more Grace: otherwiſe Work is no 
«© more Work.” Rom. xi. 6. Deep Humility 
then ſeems to be effential to Faith in Chriſt, 
fince it excludes Boaſting, and receives Salva- 
tion as of Grace, And if our Faith in the 
Goſpel is influential;. this effect muſt be pro- 
duced,. for Chriſt Jefus teaches us there, that + 
if a Maſter thanks not: his Servant becauſe, be did 
the things that were commanded him, fo likewiſe cue, 
when we ſhall have done all thoſe things which ars 
- Commanded us, ought to ſay, Ve are unprofitable. | 
fervants ; we have done that which was our duty / 
to doll. And thus he oppoſes the Humiliation of 
the poor Publican, wbo-ftood afar off, and wauld 
nat fo much as- lift up his eyes to heaven, but [mote 
upon his breaſt, ſaying, Gad be merciful to me a 
Sinner, to the Confidence of the vain-glorious 
Phariſee, who boaſted of his performances. 
Chriſt teaches us that all our Hope is founded 
on the divine Mercy ſhown to the Unworthy. 
At the ſame time, the S to hope 
for the effects of the Mercy of God, through 
the Blood of Jeſus, This is the teaching of the 
New Teſtament: Va joy in Gad through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now recciued 
the Atonement, Rom, v. 11. The Scriptures 
are full of this thought, and it is taught in the 
commemoration of his. death“ He took the 
“ Cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
« ſaying, Drink ye All of, it; for this is my 
« Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ed 
„ for. many, for the Remiſſin of Sins,” Matt. 
By of xxvi. 


U Luke xvii. : 97 10. + Ch, XViii. 13. 
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xxvi. 27,28. That Faith in Chriſt then which St. 
Paul preached, muſt be underſtood to have a re- 
ference to this great point, and accordingly we 
find that Apoſtle expreſsly mentioning Faith in 
his Blood, and that as propitiating : '** Whom 
* God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, (or 
rather a Propitiatory, as the original Word is 
known to ſignify, where God appears propiti- 
ous, not by having Incenſe burnt before him, or 
ſome other ceremony performed, but) * through 
„Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſ- 
* neſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, 
e through the forbearance of God. To de- 
« clare, I fay, at this time his Righteouſneſs : 
that he might be juſt, and the juflißer of him 
„ which believeth in Jeſus.” Rom. iii. 25, 26. 

So then the Faith in Chriſt which St. Paul 
preached, was ſuch a belief of the Goſpel, as 
diſpoſed to the practice of A Godlineſs and 
Honeſty ; from a principle of Love; mingled with 
a very deep Humility; and a truſting in the 
Mercy of God, exercifed to Sinners through 
the atoning blood of Feſus. 

To reſume theſe things, fot the purpoſe of 
Self-Examination concerning our Faith : if we 
believe nothing but what is an Object of Senſe, 
we are to the laſt degree profane and impious, for 
then we ſhall not acknowledge the Being of a 
Cod, which St. Paul derives from Faith, un- 
derſtanding that term in the moſt general ſenſe 
of the word: He that cometh to God muſt believe 
that he is, and that he is the Rewarder f them 
that dulrgently ſeek him, 'Heb. xi. 6; if ve re- 
ceive the Truths of Natural Religion, or the 
deductions of Reaſon from what we ſee, but 

admit not the Revelations of God, we are no- 
5 FF thing 
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nothing more than Dei/ts ; if we receive the“ 
teachings of Revelation, but ſo as that they 
do not influence our Practice, our Faith is 
vain, for it is dead, in the language of St. 
James, and hardly deſerves the name at all- 
People then may give their {ſent to the Truths 
of God, and yet not be true Gonverts to Chriſt; 
and if our Faith is influential in ſome reſpects, but. 
fails 1n:e/fent:al points, our Faith mu ſtillle vaiu, 
weareyet in our Sins. This will be very generally 
allowed with reſpect to a Moral or a Virtuous 
Life: without which though we ſhould feel a 
pleaſure} in hearing the Chriſtian Doctrine of a 
Future State, &c, and. ſhould even give our 
bodies to be burned for the Profeſſion of the 
Goſpel*, it would not avail“ to our Salvation. 
If Love to God as a principle of obedience; if 
the Excluſion of _—_— and looking for- Sal- 
vation from Free-Grace ; and truſting in the 
atoning virtue of the Blood of Chriſt ; are gen- 
tial too, the ſame muſt be ſaid of a Faith that 
reaches not to theſe matters. But if we ſhould 
not take upon us to determine that they are, I 
think it is apparent that they are matters of mo- 
ment, and therefore it cannot be amiſs for the 
Devout to enquire how far their Faith j:has a 
relation to theſe things. : 
We might, perhaps not improperly, ſtop 

here, and confine ourſelves to theſe two points 
in our Examinations, as St. Paul repreſents 
theſe two things — Repentance towards God 
and Faith in the Lord Jeſus, as: the great Sub- 
jects of his Miniftry : but as the Evidence of a 
gracious change of Heart derived. from Love t» 

| E 3 Good © 


|| Mat, xiii, 20. 1 Cory xiii. 3, 
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Good Men has been thought to be ſo conſolatory, 
and at the ſame time is ſo liable to be miſun- 
derſtood ; as making conſcience of our ſe- 
cret thoughts, is mentioned by Mr. Man- 
ning, and is one great diſtinction which our 
Lord makes, in his Sermon on the Mount, be- 
tween his Morality and that of the Phariſees ; 
and as the Effects of an Evangelical Hope are 
ſo different from thoſe of an hope that is vain ; 
I beg leave not to diſcontinue this Addreſs, *till 
I have examined theſe three points. I would 
fay then, RE ny 


Thirdly, Love to Good men is a matter 
about which it may become us, with /{r:ne/s 
to examine ourſe]ves, as numbers have thought 
this one of the mo/? conſolatory points of ſelf- exa- 
mination, and is very liable to be miſunder- 
ms; | 4 9 Þ 
St. John fays, 1 Ep. ch. iii. ver. 14, We 
© know that we are paſſed from Death to Life, 
© becauſe we love the Brethren, or love the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, for Brethren, in the ſtyle of 
the New Teſtament, frequently means Chriſti- 
ans. It is unneceſſary to produce the proofs of 
this Aſſertion, it is allowed by All. But, 

1. One that is not a true Convert of Chriſt, 
<< may love the People of God for ſome outward 
„and temporal Good that he hath by them; but 
© not becauſe of the Good, Grace and Holi- 
© neſs, that he feeth in them*.”* Our Lord 
has expreſsly determined that ſomething more 
than this is required of his Diſciples : If 
ye love them which love you, what thank 

| 8 | e have 


4 


Manning, p. 59. 
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ce have you? for ſinners alſo love thoſe that 
« love them. And if ye do Good to them 
* which do Good to you, what thank have ye? 
for Sinners alſo do even the ſame.” Luke 
hen. ©. 2 Ny 
2. Such an one may go farther : without re- 
ceiving any benefits from them of the lucrative 
kind, he may love them as being of the ſame 
Keligious Denomination with himſelf, and his re- 
2 for them may be nothing more than Pariy- 
Love. The Samaritans were wrong in ſome of 
their principles, and Salvation was of the Fews*, 
but the Love of a Jew to the Jewiſh Nation 
in general, or to their Prophets and thoſe of the 
— venerable characters among them, was no 
proof of their being ſanctiſied, and true diſciples 
of Moſes: Wo unto you Scribes and Pha- 
« ſees, Hypocrites,' becauſe ye build the Tombs 
« of the Prophets, and garniſb the Sepulchres of 
„ the Righteous—Ye Serpents, ye generation 
of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the Damnation 
4 of Hells? We then may feel a warm at-_ 
tachment to that Religious Party to which we 
belong, and venerate Eminent perſons among 
them, and do nothing more than theſe Jews 
did, whom our Lord dooms to Hell. It may 
be merely the Spirit of Party, which is only a 
more nw” he kind of Selſiſbneſs, as it is well 
known, that human nature is ready to appro- 
priate to itſelf, in fome meaſure, the glory 
that ariſes from any thing honourable among 
thoſe with whom we are connected. And our 
Zeal for our own Religious Party, may, and. 
often does, make men uncharitable and bitter 
towards thoſe that differ from them. 


* John iv. 22. 5 Matt. xxiii. 29, 33» 
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Thirdly. We may go ſtill farther, and yet 
find nothing diſtinguiſhing us from many. of 
the People of the World, or do any thing more 
than others, and that is, when. we love virtu-: 
ous characters in general, wherever we ſee them: 
without deriving any ſecular advantage from 
them; or being touched with the honour they do 
the Party to which they belong. For we may 
feel this without being diſpoſed. to follew their 
Example; and conſiſtently. with. a Spirit of pri- 
vate Vengeance againſi thaſæ of an unworthy charac- 
ter, which yet the Goſpel forbidsl. So the 
Apoſtle deſcribes ſome of the wicked: Jews as 
knowing God's Will, and approving thoſe things 
that were excellent, being inſtructed out of the Law, 
Rom. ii. 18. The true Converts of Jeſus ap- 
prove thoſe things that are excellent +; but not 
they only. 535 55 

We cannot then know that we are paſſed 
rom death to life, becauſe we feel ſome kind of 

Love to the Brethren, but then when we feel 
ſuch a ſort of*ove as anſwers that St. John is thers 

_ deſcribing. Thus, in like manner, this Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of Alms- giving as demonſtrating that 
thoſe that practiſe it are of the Truth, and as 
ſufficient to aſſure the heart before God, 1 Ep. 
iii. 18, 19, My little Children, let us not 
„love in Word, neither in Tongue, but in 
& Deed and in Truth. And hereby we know 
ce that we are of the Truth, and thall aſſure 
« our Hearts before him;“ yet St. Paul af- 
firms thaf it is poſſible a man may beſtow All his 
Goods to feed the Poor, and alſo give his Body to be 
Burned, and yet nat be profited by ſo doing. It 

ee 1 ME on} cannot 


U Matt, v. 44, 45. n Phil, i. 10, * 1 Cor, xiii. 3» 
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cannot: then poſſibly be, that all ſorts of Almſ- 
giving may aſſure the heart before God, for the 
Apoſtles of Jeſus do not contradict each other, 
ſuch a ſuppoſition being abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with their writing under the direction of the 
Spirit of Truth, and conſequently thoſe words 
of St John, muſt be reſtrained to Alms- giving 
in thoſe circumſiances the Apoſtle intended; and 
the ſame is to be ſaid of that Love of tbe Bre- 
thren, which I am now conſidering. | 


A proper attention to the / :ews of the Apoſ- 
tle, in writing this Epiſtle, will enable us to 
determine this with full ſatisfaction. 


1. St. John ſuppoſes an adhering to the 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles, where 
he pronounces theſe words of Conſolation. 
<< Beloved,” ſays the Apoſtle, Believe not 
% every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 
«© are of God: becauſe many Falſe Prophets 
are gone out into the world—We are of 
«© God: He that knoweth God, heareth .us; 
„ he that is not of God, heareth not us. 
« Hergby know we the Spirit of Truth 'and 
« the Spirit of Error,“ ch. iv. 1, 6. ** Lit« 
<« tle Children, it is the laſt time: and as ye 
cc have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, even 
« now are there many Antichriſts ; whereby 
«© we know that it is the laſt time. They went 
« out from us, but they were not of us: for if 
« they had been of us, they would no doubt 
c have continued with us: but they went out, 
that they might be made manifeſt, that they 
„ were not all of us,” ch. ii. 18, 19. It is 
manifeſt from hence, that thoſe to whom St. 
John intended to give the conſolation of holy 

Hope, 
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Hope, were ſuch as, in this time of apoſtatizing 
from the Doctrine of Chriſt, continued ſted- 
faſtly in the profeſſion of the Doctrine of the Apoſ= 
tles, and conſequently in their Fellowſhip. 

2. St. John ſuppoſes, Chriſt's being a Pro- 
pitiation for the Sins of the Gentiles that re- 
pented and. believed the Goſpel, as well as of- 
the Jews, was a Doctrine of. the Apoſtles, and 
that conſequently theſe believing eus and 
Gentiles ought to love one another. The fol- 
lowing paſlages of this Epiſtle prove this Aſ- 
ſertion. ff any man ſin, we have an Ad- 
& vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
© righteous. And he is the Propitiation for our 
5 fins: and not for our's only, but alſo. for 
£© the Sins of the whole world,” ch. ii. 1, 2. 
God “ ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
© our Sins. Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we 
& ought alſo to love one another, ch. iv. 10, 11. 
St. John in this epiſtle appears to be ſpeaking 
concerning the Gentiles, their being made Par- 
takers of the Saluation of Chriſt, without the Ob- 
ſervance of the Moſaic Ceremomal Laws, (for the 
moſt bigotted Jew would have allowed their 
Salvation if they conformed to thoſe Laws*,) 
and that in conſequence of the Mercy of God 
to theſe Gentiles, there ought to be a mutual 
love between: the Jewiſh and Gentile Converts 
to Chriſt. The Hatred af their Brethren, 
which this Apoſtle ſo often ſpeaks of, ſeems to 
refer to that diſlike to each other, eſpecially of 
the Few!/h Converts to their Gentile Rrethren, 
to which there are ſo many references in Scrip- 
ture; and the departure of many from the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Apoſtles, and following wow 

| Fal 


Gal. v. 11. 
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Falſe Prophets, or Antiehriſts, ſeems to be ow- 
ing to their not abandoning from the heart 
the prejudices of their Nation, relating to an 
Earthiy Kingdom of the Mefliah, <* They are of 
the world: therefore ſpeak they of the world, 
and the world heareth them,” ch. iv. 5; with 
which prejudices the Gentile Converts were 
little, or not at all, infected, a citcumftance 
which doubtleſs increaſed the diſlike of thefe 
Falſe diſciples of Jeſus, to thoſe that were con- 
verted to the faith from among the Gentiles, 


In oppoſition to all this he requires Love to 


their Brethren, whether Jews or Gentiles, as an 
£ffential point: „He that loveth not, knoweth 
«© not God ; for God is love. In this was mani- 
t feſted the Love of God towards us, becauſe 
that God ſent his only-begotten Son into the 
« world, that we make live through him 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Pro- 
„ pitiation for our Sims. Beloved, if God fo 
© loved us, we ought alſo to love one another,” 
ch. iv. 8-11. If God fo loved us as to fend 
his Son to be a Propitiation for . Jews and 
Gentiles, believing Jews and Gentiles ſhould 
love one another, he that doth not love, know- 
eth not God, having not juſt and evangelical 
views of God, for God is Love, Love to Jews 
and Gentiles both. —_ 
3. This Love, to be admitted to be genuine 
and. ſincere, muſt appear, according to the 
Apoſtle, not merely in words, but in ——_—_— 
| ent 


4 Perhaps thoſe words of the 2d ch. (ver. 1 5.) 
have a particular reference to this worldly-minded- 
neſs of the Jewiſh nation, Love not the World, 
neither the things that are in the World. If any 
man love the World, the love of the Father is not 
in him,” . 


— 
— 
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dent attions., ** We, ought to lay down our 
«<,.lives for the Brethren. But whoſo. hath 
4 this world's Good, and ſeeth his Brother 
have need, and ſhutteth up his. bowels of 
c Compaſſion from. him, how dwelleth the 
Love of God in him? My little Children, 
<«.. Jet us not love in word, neither in; tongue, 
c but in deed. and in. truth. And hereby, we 
cc know that we are of the Truth, and ſhall 
«aſſure our hearts before him, ch, iii. 16— 
19. They that continued in. the Doctrine of 
the Apoſtles could not but admit that beliey- 
ing Jews and Gentiles were one body in Chriſt, 
but ſuch a profeſſion might be made with the 
tongue, where the heart remained in its former 
fate, which the Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle 
to. Titus, deſcribes after this manner, We 
6 ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſo- 
ce bedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and 
6 pleaſures, living in malice and envy, Hate- 
% ful and hating one another, ch. iii 3. In 
oppoſition to this ſecret diſlike and enmity, 
St. John requires viſible and ſubſtantial proofs 
of Affection and Love, declaring that he that 
hated his Brother, whether it was a Gentile 
Convert that hated, a believing. Jew, or a be- 
lieving Jew a Gentile Convert, he was in a 
ſlate of death : he that loveth not his brother, 
abideth in death, 1 John iii. 14. l 

Along 
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but whoſe preceding circumſtances excited di/life, 
| fince in the diſtribution of the Alms of the Church 


eee 
0 


at firſt, and he ſuppoſed it to be remembered, 
F = 
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4. Along with all this, and inſeparable from 
it, St. John ſuppoſed a /ife of /antification in 
other reſpects, or a Conformity to God in his Moral 
per fections, abſolutely neceſſaryy which he had 
previouſly declared, in the very beginning of 
his Epiſtle, and which therefore was conſider- 
ed by him as involved in theſe after paſlages. 
« This then is the Meſſage which we have 
„ heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is Light, and in him is no darkneſs at 


all. If we ſay we have fellowſhip with him, 


© and walk in darkneſs (that is in the practiſe 
© cf the works of darkneſs,) we lie, and do not 
© the Truth: But if we walk in the Light, as 
&« he is in the Light, we have Fellowſhip one 
&« with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
<« his Son cleanſeth us from all Sin,” ch. i. 5, 


6, 7. Vain then is all hope, founded on this 


declaration of the Apoſtle, that we are paſſed 
from death to life becauſe we love the Brethren, if 
we live in the practice of known wilful fin, 
for this is walking in darkneſs, and we have 
not Fellowſhip with God. Fain too our Almſ- 


pivings, however magnificent ; yea vain would 


our dying for the Brethren, if we ſhould thus 
walk in Darkneſs: St. John had declared it 


and 
then, the Widows of the Helleniſtic Jews, or of 
the Jews who hadlived among the Greeks, and ſpoke 


their language, were neglected, though they were as 


much the Seed of Abraham, as thoſe that ſpoke 


Hebrew : if ſuch an invidious diſtinction was made 


among the Fewih Converts themſelves, what dan- 
er was there of taking too little notice of thoſe 


lievers in Chriſt who were of Gentile Origin? 
dee Acts vi. Is a | 


a © i on. 
and that theſe latter Aſſertions would not be 
underſtood to be a cancelling and ling this 
firſt, and moſt eſſential declaration of his. 

If we admit the ſeveral propoſitions I have 
been deducing from this firſt Epiſtle of John, 
we ſhall have, I think, the moſt clear and com- 
plete explanation of this Aſſertion of the Apoſ- 
tle, that thoſe are paſſed from Death to Life that 
love the Brethren, as alſo that the miniſiring to the 
wants of the poor Saints, demonſtrates that ſuch are 
of the Truth, and that it may aſſure their hearts 
before God: conſequently, that when we would 
apply the firſt of theſe things to ourſelves, we 
| ſhould conſider, whether we love truly and ſin- 
cerely All thoſe that have Fellowſhip with the 
Apoſiies of Chriſt, by receiving from the heart 
their writings as the Teachings of God, tho 
there may be ſome differences between us and 
them not very agreeable to our Prejudices; 
whether we not only profeſs love to them, but 
are giving them the moſt /ub/tantial proofs of 
our brotherly affection, not only as Men, but as 
Chriſtians, as we have opportunity; and join 
with this love to our Fellow-Chriſtians of di- 
ferent denominations, a walking in all holineſs of 
life, being followers of God as his Children. 
If we do this, we are gertainly paſſed from 
Death to Life: this is true Love to the Brethren, 
and a bleſſed zeal for the Cauſe of Chriſt in the 
world, ] Eats inp} 
In like manner admitting theſe ſeveral pro- 
poſitions to be true, then our Almsgiving will 
be anſwerable to what St. John mentions, and 
will ſhow we are of the Truth, when we relieve 
All to our power, as Fellow-Chriſtians, when 
they receive the writings of the Apoſtles as the 
. | a words, 
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words of God, though differently minded in 
ſome points, and which may contradict ſome 
favourite prejudices of ours, and do what we 
can to promote the intereſts of Chriſt among 
them; and by this means we may aſſure our 
hearts before God that we are indeed truly the 
Diſciples of Jeſus. We are, it is true, to be 
beneficent, as we have opportunity, to All 
Men whatſoever, according to the Apoſtolic 
precept*, and our Lord's parable of the Good 
Samaritan}, but as we are efþectally to do good 
te thoſe that are of the houſhold of Faith, ſo 
we are to diſtinguiſh ſuch as theſe as Fellow- 
Chriſtians, though differentty-minded in ſome 
things from us. A Jew, perhaps, in the vehe- 
mence of zeal, would have relieved an Heathen 
preferably to a Samaritan, though this laſt re- 
ceived the law of Moes, but in the diſputes 
among Chriſtians, we are not ts act after a like 
manner, if we would follow this Inſtruction of 

St. John, and aſſure our hearts before God. 
But if we cannot ſee ſufficient ground for 
theſe /everal propoſitions, yet at leaſt we muſt 
admit the laſt, and believe that St. John did 
not, could not poſſibly mean, that Love to the 
- Brethren would avail, if our lives were immoral, 
or, in his language, if we walked in darkneſs 
in other reſpects ; or the moſ? generous Amſgivs 
ing; for this would be to make the Apoſtle 
inconſiſtent with himſelf, and ch. iii. 14. to 
contradict ch. i. 6. And if we admit this, it 
will be /uffictent, as it will determine this im- 
portant point, that no Love of the Brethren 
will prove our being paſſed from death to life, 
FP 2 | which 
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which is not joined with walking iu the light, or 
living holly; but to place the paſſage in the 
moſt perfect point of light, it may be * 


to attend to all the propoſitions I have drawn 


from this Epiſtle of St. John. 


Fourthly, The making Conſcience of the 
Thoughts of the Heart, is another point men- 
tioned by Mr. Manning, in the cloſe of his 

particulars relating to Self- Examination, and 
with N Propriety : for as this is a matter ex- 
tremely diſtinguiſhing in itſelf, ſo it is made 
, one of the diſtinctions between true virtue and 
its appearances, by our Lord, which he gives 
us in his Sermon on the Mount, in which 
he tells us, Except your Righteouſneſs 
* ſhall exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
* and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into 
„the Kingdom of Heaven.” For he ſays 
there, Ye have heard that it was ſaid by them 
« of old time, Thou ſhalt not commit Adul- * 
% tery. But I u you, that whoſoever 
* looketh on a Woman to luſt after her, 
«© hath committed adultery with her already in 
« his Heart,” Matt. v. 27, 28. A like diſ- 
tinction appears in the xxiii. of Matthew, 
Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, hy- 
„ pocrites; for you make clean the out/ide of 
„ the Cup and the Platter, but within they 
c are full of Extortion and Exceſs. . Thou 
« hlind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt that which is 
« within the Cup and Platter, that the out- 
“ fide of them may be clean alſo. Wo unto 
© you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites ; for 
« ye are like unto whited Sepulchres, which 
« indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 


« within full of Dead-Mens' Bones, and 4 
| | | | © a 


* 
cc all unclanneſs, Even ſo ye al ſo outwardly ap- 
pear righteous unto men, but within ye are 
t full of hypocriſy and iniquity.” Ver. 25—28. 
Aman, ſays Manning“, may judge as much by 
his Thoughts and Meditations of his ſlate and con- 
dition, as by any thing elſe. A ſincere heart mak- 
eth conſctence of it's thoughts, Leing humbled for 
them, if they be vain and tend to Evil: Lord? 
faith he, What a wicked, vain heart have I! 
How many vain Thoughts, evil Affections, and 
Motions have my heart been peflered with this 
day! Thus he is aſhamed before the Lord for the 
 finfulneſs of his Heart and Thoughts, and watch- 
eth againſi them, 5 10 
. But the Hypocrite, though he may have fume re- 
gard to his Words and Ways, yet he ſeldom ob- 
ſerves his heart, vain thoughts, fooliſh affe ions, 
and motions are running to and fro in his heart. 
This is certainly juſt. Nothing is more 
diſcriminating than this : a thouſand things 
beſides a principle of Real Religion may make 
us attend to what appears outwardly, but it is 
only true Religion that engages to a diligent 
Watchfulneſs over the heart, which yet is ſo eſ- 
ſential to Virtue, that not only doth our Lord 
leſus require this, but the inſtruction was giv- 
en under the leſs perfect diſpenſation of the Old 
Teſtament: The Thoughts of the- MWieted are 
« an abomination to the Lord,” Prov. xv. 26; 
whileon the contrary, the deyout Pſalmiſt ſayst, 
<< hate vain Thoughts, but thy Law do I love.“ 
Even Heathen Moraliſts were not entirely ſtran- 
gers to the doctrine, though it no where appears 
in ſo elevated a purity as in the Teachings of 
Jeſus. | 


by YE Pinafly 
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Finally, It may be agreeable to Iran. 4 
ſelves farther, concerning our Hope. 


An attending at the Table of the Lord is 
commonly underſtood to be expreſſive of Hope. 
that we have obtained the Remiſfion of our Sins 
through the Blood of Chriſt; but numbers that 
are very ſerious have a very wavering Hope, 
and they are even afraid, an indulging any 
thing like a lively Hope concerning themſelves, 
may be attended with unhappy conſequences as 
to their after ſtrictneſs of Life. 

A very few words may, very poſſibly, be 
ſufficient here. Gracious Hope is ſo far 
from being injurious to Religion in the ſoul, 
that on the contrary it is very beneficial : 
„ This day is holy unto our Lord:“ ſaid Ez—-— 
ra to the Iſraelites, when the Book of the Law 
was read in the hearing of the people, that 
they might mourn their tranſgreſſions, and en- 
gage themſelves with ſolemnity afreſh to the 
obſervation of it, “neither be you ſorry, for 
« the joy of the Lord is your firength,”” Neh. viii. 
10. Had it been otherwiſe there would not 
have been ſuch care taken by God, that thoſe 
might have ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled for 
= fuge to lay hold upon the Hope ſet before them, 

eb. vi. 18. I 7: 


There are two things that diſtinguiſh the 
Hope of the true Chriſtian, from that of the 


Soul that deceiveth itfelf—the Grounds of their 

Hope, and the Effects of it. SHE 
The laſt entertains Hope, for which he can 
giveno * account. Numbers are full 
of Hope when their Animal Spirits are briſk and 
—_ vigorous 


„ 
vigorous; and they are overwhelmed with Diſ- 
treſs when the contrary happens, and can give 
no reaſon for either: this is not Religion, but 
Bodily Conftitution. The Hope of the Real 
Chriſtian is built on the word of God. Again, 
he that is not truly a Chriſtian, may go ſo far 
as to alledge ſome paſlage of ſcripture for his 
Hope, and that as brought into remembrance 
with ſome particular force : but the mere being 
brought into remembrance, is no proof that this 
was the Agency of the Spirit of Jeſus, for 
though indeed it is a part of his work to bring 
things to remembrance, John xiv. 26, yet 
a paſſage of Scripture may be brought to mind 
by the natural force of the Memory, or, poſ- 
ſibly, it may be the work of an Evil Spirit, as 
Satan, in our Lord's Temptation in the wil- 
derneſs, is ſaid to have cauſed a paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture to come to his thoughts, for purpoſes of 
| miſchief, Nor can the mere energy and vividneſs 
with which a paſſage comes to the mind, deter- 
mine that it belongs to us, it is our anſwering 
the deſeription of ſuch a paſſage that muſt de- 
termine the point. Could the mere calling, to 
mind thoſe words of St. Paul, „In Chrift 
«© Jeſus neither Circumciſion availeth any 
„ thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but a New 
«© Creature, And as many as walk accordin 
i to this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mer- 
% cy, and upon the Iſrael of Godt,” give the 
ſoul juſt reaſon to conclude the Peace and Mer- 
cy of God belonged to it; let the recollec- 
tion be ever ſo foraib? and vivid? No certainly! 
the taking comfort from this paſſage can ny 

ariſe 


F Matt. iv. 6, t Gal. vi. 15, 16. 


ff. 

ariſe from our feeling we are become New Crea- 
tures, for on them, and them only, St. Paul 
there pronounces Peace and e and it is 


not the remembrance of the paſſage, but the find- 
ing we are made New Creatures, that muſt ena- 


ble us to take comfort from thence. To ſup- 


poſe the contrary, is evidently unreaſonable, 
and would lay us open to the moſt /ata/ decep- 
tions. So have I known a perſon, who was 
2, bly, yea notoriouſly following the Multitude ts 
do evil, gravely declare his ſtrong hopes of Sal- 
vation, becauſe thoſe words of Chriſt were 
brought to his mind with a ſtrong impreſſion, 
“ Fear not, little Flock : for it is your Father's. 
«© good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. 
The man did not appear to be mad, in the 
common ſenſe of that word, but was moſt 
aſſuredly a wretched ſelf-deceiving, drunken 


Enthuſiaſt. 


The £4 alſo will diſtinguiſh a true from 
a vain Hope: Every man,” ſays St. John, 


“C that hath this Hope in him, purifcth himſelf, 


dc even as he is pure,” 1 John iii. 3. If the 
Hope we entertain of Salvation gives us encou- 


ragement in Sin, or makes us calm in our neg- 


lecting to do the will of God, it is not an evan-- 


gelical Hope, ſuch as St. John deſcribes; but 


is, we have reaſon to fear, a deception. If on 
the contrary it purifies the heart, we need be 
under no apprehenſions from indulging it; or- 
from attending the Commemorations of the 
Death of Chriſt, which we conſider as expreſſive 


of holy Hope. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Let then the Young not ſuffer that lively and 
impreſſible ſeaſon of life to paſs away, without an 
engaging themſelves to the Lord in the Methods 
he has appointed : let them do it, as ſoon as they 
find their ſouls brought to Evangelical Repen- 
tance, Faith in Jeſus, Love to God's People, and 
making Conſcience of the Thoughts of the 
Heart; and theſe things abiding in the Soul, 
and as far as they can judge, fixed there by the 
good Spirit of God. How defirable ſuch an 
early Conſecration to the Lord, in ſpite of all 
the Allurements of the World, and of Senfual 
Good . | 
Let thoſe that have ſuffered that ſweet and 
_ delightful part of life to paſs away, unmarked 
for God, and who ſenſibly feel, the longet they 
delay, the more irreſolute they are, the greater 
the difficulty, let them, I ſay, awake from theſe 
Slumberings; ſet themſelves to enquire with 
diligence concerning the Evidences of converſion 
to God; and to make their own Calling and 
Election ſure ; that they may no longer trifle, 
but accompliſh the dying command of the Lord 
Jeſus. An Old "Teftament Servant of God 
could ſay, I thought on my ways, and turn- 
« ed my feet unto thy teſtimonies. I made 
6 haſte, and delayed not to keep thy com- 
c mandments, Pf. cxix. 59, 60; and will 
you be leſs thoughtful, will you be leſs zea- 
lous to turn your feet to the teſtimony of 
225 e hriſt's 


. 
Chriſt's dying love, and leſs impatient to ob- 
ſerve the commands of the New Teſtament? 


And as for you, Older or Younger, that 
have entered into Sacred Fellowſhip, labour to 
„ walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleafing,” 
being /ruitful in every Good Work, and increafing 
in the Knowledge of God], that there may be 
no occaſion of Stumbling in you; but on the con- 
trary, that by maintaining great tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, and growing in Uſefulneſs. and 
Hope, you may have at laſt an abundant entrance 
into the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
vicur Jeſus Chriſth. Shs E 

To this end, ſtudy well theſe Evidences of a 
Gracious Hope: the frequent reviewing them, 
may correct ſome Errors; may help to purify 
| your Souls; may confirm and enliven your 
Hope. ; 

Let not, however, this Care,. important as 
it is in itſelf, and, undoubtedly, to be attended 
to in the firſt place, abſorb all your attention: 
on the. contrary, affectionately labour, at pro- 
per times, to plead the Cauſe of God with, the 
Inmoral and the Thoughtleſs; kindly aſſiſt thoſe 
in, whoſe minds, you may apprehend, there are 
great warrings between the law of the mind and the 
lau of the members*, or, in leſs ſacred language, 

great firuggles between Vice and Virtue; and en- 
courage the timid and the baſhful who have, 
you hope, received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord+, 
publicly to devote themſelves to God, to com- 
memorate the Death of Chriſt, and to be com- 
plete in All the Will of Godt. e 

Aae Hig 0 4G Such 


Col ide. $ 2 Pet. i. 11. * Rom. vii, 22,23. 
7 Col. 11. 6. 1 ch. iv. 12. 
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+ Such are oftentimes forming very wrong no- 


tions concerning the Rigidneſs of our Church- 


es *; and nothing will be more efficacious to 


diſpel their Apprehenſions on that head, as well 


as with reſpect to their on Sincerity in yield- 
ing up themſelves to God, than communicating 


to them Jour own preceding Feelings, and how 
8 


much leſs difficult and painful you have found 
the being introduced into ſacred Fellowſhip, 
than you feared and expected. The truth of 
that Obſervation of Solomon has hardly ever 
been more ſenſibly verified than in this caſe, As 


„ in Water Face anſwereth to Face: ſo the 


% Heart of Man to Man.” Prov. xxvii. 19. 


Your Miniſters are not only ſpeaking to you 

in Public and in Private on theſe Subjects, but 
have been deſirous ſomething might be writ- 
ten, which might remain. in your hands, and be 
con- 


* The Churches and Miniſters of Chriſt, are 
without doubt, by no means to drop their attention 


to that Diſcipline the New Teſtament enjoins, with 


the view merely of conciliating the minds of the 
Wealthy and the Gay, or to increaſe their Numbers, 
but they may, and if they think properly, will be- 
lieve they ought to explain, and even occaſionally, 
and in ſome caſes wholly, to alt, ſuch Modes of 
Management as may be found diſcouraging to the 
traly fincere, and which not being expreſily directed 
by the New Teſtament, can only be thought to be 
diſcretionary, and conſequently alterable Arrangements, 
Evangelical Diſcipline in the Churches is one of 
their Glories, but the Diſcipline that is Evangeli- 
cal is indeed fri, but compaſſionate and tender + 
Let All your things,” ſays St. Paul, “be done 
6 with Charity,” I Cor, xvi. 14. * 


* 


* % 
A 
Pom « 
F 
. — 
+ xi 
2 
+ 
- 4 
« 8 
1 
* * 
*:A 8 
= 
LE 
6 
7 


"4 


oth 


copſulted Whenever you pleaſe ; but 1 am wats 


aſſured, no method will be fo ſucceſsful, eſpe- 
cially amongſt the Young, as the Converſations 
of the ſcriouſly-diſpoſed with each other, on 


matters of this kind, which may be done in ſuch. 


a manner as by no means to tranſgreſs the rules 
of Decegey and Order“, but on the contrary, 


may co-operate with the labours of the Miniſ- 


ters of Chriſt in the happ manner. Such 
was the Practice of * 5 ine moſt ancient 


Diſciples of Chriſtt; and | fornethang very much 


like this obtained among Good People of till 
earlier times, which drew down from God him- 


ſelf an Eufo 77 of the Nobleſt kind, with which 
theſe n 4 Then they that 


I would fin 
4 feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another 


40% and the Lord ban keged, and heard it, and a 


% Book of Kindiibrande was written before 


«© him for them that feared the Lord, and that 


te thought upon his Name, And they ſhall 


se be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hofts, i in that day 


* when I make up yy J anna, 


| . Car, x xiv, 4% T Phil. ! ir. 3, Rom. xvi. 3, 124, 


4 Mal. iii. e 17. 
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the comma. 


b. 48, Line 8. from the bottom, 5 1 ſent but read weh 
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